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Navy of the United States. 


would have beeh, viz: in building the three 74’s, at 
Portsmouth, Charlestown, and Philadelphia, the 44 


In senate of the United States, March 18th 1814.\gun ship at the latter place, and the 44 and sloop 
—-Mr. Gaillard communicated the’ following docu-|of war at the navy yard in this city; also, in the re- 
snents, which, on his motion, were ordered to be/paits of the ships of the navy, and in preparing se- 


printed for the use of the senate. 
Attest, : 
SAM. A. OTIS, secretary. 


Navy department, Feb, 22d, 1814. 

$tn—4 have the honor to submit the following in 
answer to your letter of the 20th December last. 

Three ships of 74 guns each, and of the largest 
class, are now building, of prime materials, and in 
the most substantial and durable manner, viz: one 
at Portsmouth, N. H. one at Charleston, Mass. and 
one at Philadelphia. The two former, it is expect- 
ed, will be launched in the month of July, and the 
jatter in the month of Deeember next. 


Three ships of 44 guns each, of the largest class, 
kre also building, of durable materials, in the best 
manner, viz : one at Philadelphia, one at Baltimore, 
and one at the navy yard inthis city. The two for- 
mer, it is expected, will be launched by the middle 
of April, and the latter, in all the month of July next. 


The six sloops of war, authorised by law, have 
all been built, in the most substantial manner, and 
of good materials. ‘Two of which are ready for sea; 
three more have nearly completed their crews, and 
will, probably, be ready for sea in ten or twelve 
(lays, and the 6th is now equipping at the navy yard 
in this city. 

Six barges have been purchased at Philadelphia; 
also, four at Baltimore, and one at Norfolk. 

Right have been built at Baltimore; ten are nearly 
completed on the Eastern shore of Maryland; four 
have been built, and one is now building at the navy 
vard in this city; five are building at Charleston, S. 
C.; six at St. Mary’s, Georgia; and preparatory 
measures are RoW in operation to increase the force 
in North Carolina, and at New Orleans, in vessels 
of this description, as fast as men can be procured 
to man them. 7 

Previous to the year 1813, it appears that no tim- 
ber had been procured under the act of March 30th, 
1818; but early in the year 1813, timber to the 
amount of 23,000 dollars, was purchased at Balti- 
move, under the act of March 30th, 1812, *‘suita- 
ble for rebuilding the frigates Philadelphia, General 
Green, New York, and Boston;” but as there is no 
approbation or authority to rebuild those frigates, 
and as the Philadelphia is not in existense, and the| 
General Green, New York, and Boston, are rotten 
Worthless hulks, that would cost much more, in 


veral setts of spare masts, spars, tops, &c. &c. ready 
for the ships which may return damaged; and the 
residue is applicable to stmilar purposes. 


These have been charged, either under the head 
of repairs, or to the appropriation for building 74’s 
and frigates; which appropriations, it is conceived, 
are properly chargeable with timber purchased for 
those purposes. Six cargoes, amounting to tiventy-six 
hundred tons, of Georgia yellow pine timber, which 
had been cut for the use of the British navy, but 
entered the eastern ports of the United States, on 
account of the war, have been purchased, on favora- 
ble terms; also, a prize cargo of nerthern timber.— 
These are properly chargeable to the annual appro- 
propriation of the purchase of timber. A contract 

was made, in August last, for the delivery, at Nor- 
| folk and this place, of a quantity of yellow pine 
plank, thick stuff, beams, and mast pieces, suffi- 
cient for two ships of 74 guns each, and two 44 gun 
frigates. The timber, under this contract, is now 
delivering. Contracts for timber, yet to be deliver- 
ed, have been made at the eastern stations, the par- 
ticulars of which arenot yet in the department. -A 
recent contract has been made at Philadelphia, for 





white oak plank, thick stuff, beams, and knees; and, 


‘for yellow pine plank, and beams sufficient for a 74 
and a 44 gun ship; and for fifty sticks of yellow pine 
for masts and spars. These are chargeable upon the 
appropriation of the S0th of March, 1813. 


No contracts for live oak timber hare yet been 
made, as the transportation }s impracticable under 
existing circumstances; and if collected in consider- 
able quantities at landings accessible to véssels fit 
for transportation, they would be equally so to the 
enemy, and the timber, when collected, would he 
liable to destruction. As live oak is exclitsively 
applied to the frame of timbers, which constitute 
the form and mould of the ship, it is necessary that 
the timber should be qt and shaped, not only to 
the particular curve far Which each piece is design- 
ed, but to its true oblique dimensions ; otherwise 
great waste in the conversion, and expense in trans- 
portation will ensue; for this purpose it is necessa- 
ry that draughts or designs of the contemplated 
ships should be determined, proper moulds made by 
which to cut and shape the timber, and mechanics 
employed to superintend the execution of the cons 
wacts. Hence, contracts for timber of this descrip- 





ptoportion to their value, to rebuild them than to 


tion cann®t be made and executed with the same fa- 


at 
, 
4 
= 
Mf 
“a 
i 


foe ERS Ls 


SO as 


build new frigates, of a better class, and vastly sy-{cility and certainty as for straight rectangular tith- 
perior construction, a part of that timber has been|ber- 


‘applied to the building of the 44 and the sloops of| It is, therefore, considered that a staté of peace 


War at Baltimore, and the 74 and 44-at Philadelphia. will be much more favorable to the collection of a 

Contracts for, and purchases of, timber, to a very |stock of timber of this description than that of war, 
considerable amount, have been made for naval pur-{in which it can neither be transported to the dock 
poses during the year 1813; but which have not been! yards nor deposited in safety at the seacoast Iand- 
charged to the particular appropriation of the 30th{ings. Nevertheless it is contemplated to make the 
* March, 1812, though applied to the same pur-|necessary arrangements for such suphlies of suita- 
bases m er chargeable to that appropriation ble live oak timber as may be-had in places of safety. 
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SIR,—Agreeably to your intimation I have the ho 
els of the navy of the United States, with the rate, station, and name of the commander of each. 


I am, very respectfully, 
Sir, your obedient servant, 








NAVY DEPARTMENT, March 4th, 1814. 
nor to transmit, herewith, a list of the ships and 





































































































































W. JONES. 
The honorable John Gaillard, chairman . 
of the naval committee of the senate. 
e > rT . 
' 
List of the naval force of the United States. 
NAMES. VESSELS. |RATES. STATIONS. COMMANDERS. NANK. 
bh! 4 ts deci 
i | 74 Building at Portsmouth, N. H. ; 
¥2 74 Building at Charlestown, Mass. 
3 am 74 Building at Philadelphia 
4 President Frigate 44 New York John Rogers Captain 
We United States 44 New London Stephen Decatur Ditto 
)6 Constitution 44 Cruising 4 Charles Stewart Ditio 
ie Guerriere 44 Buikling at Philadelphia 
ie pal 8 Java 44 Buildipg at Baltimore 
9 Columbia 44 Building at Washington 
mao Constellation 36 Norfolk, under sailing orders Charles Gorden Ditts 
aL Congress 36 Portsmouth, N. Hauipshire, fitting) John Smith Ditto 
bd a 2 Macedonian 35 New London Jacob Jones Ditto 
Ne 3 Essex 32 Cruising David Porter i Ditto 
Ja hyd 4 Adams Corvette 24 Cruising Charles Morris Ditto 
My 5 John Adams 24 Cartel to Gottenburg Samuel Angus Master cémmandant 
mh6 | Alert Sloup 18 New York (guard ship) ' 
Pia? | Hornet - 18 New London James Biddle Ditto 
Behe: Wasp 18 Portsmouth N.H. underéaling orders} Johnson Blakely Ditto 
ei Yrohe 18 Cruising Joseph Bainbrid Ditts 
Ee Péacock 18 New York, under sailing orders Lewis Warrington Ditto 
Erie ' 18 Baltimore, ready for sea C. G. Ridgely Ditto 
Ontario i8 Baltimore Robert ‘I. Spence Ditto 
Argus 18 Washington, fitting for sca [officer 
Louisiana. 16 New Orleans Danl. T. Patterson; M. com. commanding 
Essex junior 16 Cruising John Downs Master commandant 
Greenwich 16 Cruising 
Etna Bomb Brig s New Orleans 
l'roup | =: 16 Savannah (guard ship) 
en 16 Cruising George Parker Ditto 
Rattlesnake 14 Cruising John O, Creighto Ditto 
Enterprize 14 Cruising James Renshaw Lient. commandgnt 
Carolina Schooner i4 Charleston, S. C. John D. Henley Master commnaielat 
Nonsucls | i 14 Charleston, S. C. Lawrence Kearney! Licut. commandant 
° ’ lc 
United States’ naval force on the Lakes. 
| | 
: NAMES. | VESSELS. |RATES. ! STATIONS. COMMANDERS. RANK 
me | | 
: t i = » 
: | 
eal) General Pike. Ship 24 Lake Ontario Isaac Chauncey | Comniodore 
i 2 Madison 20 William M. Crane; Master commandan’ 
‘+g | Gneida Brig 16 Thomas Brown | Lieut. commandant 
Lg are. ‘ Scheoner 14 M. ‘TI. Woolsey Master commandant 
§ | Gov-Tompkins |: 6 St. Clair Elliott Midshipman com. 
6 Hamilton 5 , 
7 Growler 5 
s Pert 3 Satouel W. Adams Lieut. commandan: 
9 Conquest 3 Henry Wells Ditto 
TO Fajr American 2 Wolcott Chauncey, Ditto 
1 41 Ontario 2 John Stevens | Sailing Master 
} 42 rm 4 } 2 Philander A. Jones, Lieut. commandant 
13 Juha 2 
14 Flizabeth 2 
15 | Ladyof the Lake bu Mervine P. Mix | Sailing Master 
16 Mary Bomb 
17 Lawrence Brig 18 Lake Eris Jeste D. Elliott {§M. com. commanding 
18 Niagara ; 18 T otficer 
Ww Dewoit Ship _ 
nc t { ‘ ’ 
ca ~ ssmced partotte Brig ng [Capturéd from the enemy} * 
32 Lady Prevost Sloop LR } 
23 Caledonia Bng 2 } } 
24 Ariel Scheoner 4 ; 
25 Somers 2 f i 
26 Scorpion 2 : 
27 Porcupine 1 , 
28 ‘lygress 1 i \ 
90 | President Sloop 8 Lake Champlaju | ‘I. Macdonough |M. com. commandige 
30 Montgomery . 8 . ; } Loffieer 
41 C unimodore Preble: 4 ; 
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Gunboats, barges, &c. - 
SSS = == > = 
Stations. Gunboatse Bouts ys Bunche 7 | Armed vessels attached to stations & fltillas.| Commanders. Rank. 
eA 
New Orleans 6 5  |Sehr. Flying Fish, Sea Horse & sloop Tickler i 
Georgia 5 e 6 \ 
Charleston, S. C. 2 6 6 parent Alligator s 5 
Wilmington, N. C. 5 1 6 T. N, Gautier f ; 
Norfolk 23 1 10 |i Bomb Joseph Tarbell Acting lieutenant | 
Potomac 3 3 1 |Schooners Scorpion, Hornet & cutter Asp. i Captain Commandin, 
Baltimore 1 13 i0 i pilot boat Flotilla ! 
Delaware 19 6 2 block sloops, and 1 schoon®r Bese 
New York 38 Flotilla 
Lake Champlain } < 2 15 
New London 2 
Newport, R, I. 7 
New Bedlord 2, 
Boston 2”. 
Newburyport - 
Portsmouth, N. H. 6 
126 32 + 89 \i1 armed vesseis ve 
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Navy Department, March 4, 1814 
W. JONES. 
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Proceedings of Congress. 
IN THE SENATE. 
Friday, March 25.—Mr. Gore submitted the fol- 
Jowing motion for consideration : 
Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before the Senate 


copies of the following commissions, viz : of those! wood, bark or lime, to proceed from one port a, | if 


mint on the subject, which was read. The repot) || 

was then agreed to. i 
AN EMBARGO MOTION.—Mr. Wood of Mass. offe 

ed for consideration the following resolution : 
Resolved, Vhat the committee of ways and meai 
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be instructed to enquire into the expediency of a 
towing vessels whose cargoes shall consist of fire, 
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<_< 


granted to William Paca, district judge of Mary-, place in a state to one or more ports in the same o. ; ily ‘i 


land, and to William Nelson, jr. marshal of the! 


district of Virginia, referred to in the message of 
the President, dated Feb. 9, 1790: of that granted 
to John Rutledge, Chief Justice of the United 
States, referred to in the President’s message of! 
December 10th, A. D. 1795 : and of that granted to 
Albert Gallatin, John Quincy Adams and James A. 
Bayard, to negociate a treaty of peace with the U- 
nited Kingdom of Great Britain and freland, referred | 
to in the president’s message of the 9th May last,| 
e recess of the! 

} 





ry 


as having been granted dummg th 
senate. 

' 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


The following are the yeas and nays on the ques-) 


tion for considering the motion submitted by Mr. 


Gaston on Mon lay to repeal the embargo, &c. 

Far consideration—Messrs. Baylies of Mass. Bigelow, Boyd, Brag- 
bury, Brigham, Breckenridge, Caperton, Champion, Cilly, Coop- 
er, Cox, Culpepper, Davenport, Davis gf Mass. Ely, Gaston, 
Geddes, Grosvenor, Hale, Hungerford, Jackson of R. IL, Kent of 
N. Y. King of Mass. Law, Lewis, Lovett, Macon, Miller, Moffitt, 
Montgomery, Moseley, Markell, Oakley, Pitkin, Post, J. Reed, 
W. Reed, Richardson, Ridgely, Ruggles, Sherwood, Shipherd, 
Smith of N.H. Smith of N. Y¥. Stantord, Stockton, Sturges, Tag- 
gat, Tallmadge, Thompson, Vose, Ward of Mass. Winter, 
Wood--58. 

Against consideration—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, 
Bard, Barnett, Beall, Bowen, Bradley, Brown, Burwell, Cald- 
well, Calhoun, Chappell, Clark, Conard, Crawfard, Creighton, 
Crouch, Davis of Pa. Denoyelles, Desha, Duvall, Earle, Eppes, 
E:vans, Farrow, Findley, Fisk of Vt. Fisk of N. Y. Forney, For- 
sythe, Franklin, Gholson, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Griffin, Grundy, 
Hall, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irving of N. 
Y. Jackson of Va. Johnson of Va. Johnson of Ky. Kennedy, Kerr, 
Kershaw, King of N. C. Letferts, Lowndes, Lyle, M‘Coy, M'Kee, 
M‘Kim, M‘Lean, Moore, Murfree, Nelson, Newton, Ormsby, Par- 
ker, Pickens, Piper, Pleasants, Rea of Penn. Rhea of Ten. Rich, 
Roan, Sevier, Seybert, Sharp, Skinner, Smith of Va. Strong, ‘Tay- 
Jor, Tekuir, Troup, Udree, Ward of N. J. Whitehill, Williams, 
Wright, Yancey—86. 


Thursday, March 17.—Mr. Seybert of Penn. from 
the select-commiitee, to whom was referred the re- 
solution on the su5ject of the copper coins, reported 
that it was inexpedient at this time to make any al- 


;son to whom licence shall have been granted for that! 





teration in the copper coins of the United States.— | 


Mr. S. presented. a letter from the director of the: 





































an adjoining state, under such restrictions and réj/ 
gulatious as the president of the United States shal) 
direct ; and also into the expediency of allowing tht | i) 
vessels heretofore chiefly employed in the fisherie) | @" 
to be employed again in the same business. a A) 

On the question to consider this motion, which or | 
the requisition of Mr. Wood was decided by yeas } 
and nays, the vote was as follows: for considering 
it 63, against it 80. 

So the house refused now to consider the resolu 
tion : i 

On motion of Mr. Yancey of N.C. the house re. 
solved itself into a committee of the whole, Mr? 
Pleasants of Va. in the chair, on the report of the 
committee of ways and means against the expediency 
(into which they had been, on motion of Mr. birt k, 
instructed to enquire) of amending that provision in 
the act laying duties on licences to retailers, &c. so) 
far as respects the sale of domestic spirits sold in 
less quantities than five gallons, at the place where) 
the same shall have been distilled, and by the per. 


$ 
, 





purpose. 

Mr. Yancey mayed to aia-nd the report so as to 
declare it to be expedient to make the proposed a- 
mendment to the licence law. His object was to 
make it legal for distillers to sell in any quantity not 
less than one gallon. 

After considerable debate in the committee and 
afterwards in the house—this motion was decided in 
the negative by yeas and nays as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Avery, Barnett Beall, Breck: 
enridge, Burwell, Caldwell, Calhoun, Clark, Cooper, Creighton 
Culpepper, Davis of Penn. Desha, Duval, Earle, Farrow, Find: 
ley, Forney, Forsythe, Franklin, Gaston, Gholson, Goodwyn 
Grundy, Rall, Harris, Hawes, Hungeriord, Jackson of Virg. John: 
son of Virg. Kennedy, Kent of Md. Kery, Kilbourn, King of N.C; 
lewis, Lyle, Macon, M*Coy, M'Lran, Montgomery, Moore, Mur 
free, Nelson, Newton, Ormsby, Pickens, Piper, Pleasants, Rnes 
of ‘Ven. Roan, Sevier, Sharp, Sith of Va. Stauford, Udree, Wik 
son of Penn. Yancey--60, : 

NAYS.—Messrs. Anderson, Bard, Baylies of Mass. Bayly o!: 
Yas Bigelow, Beyd, Bradbury, Bradley, Brigham, Brow hy, Butler! 
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ppell, Comstock, Condict, Conard, Cox, Crawford, Crouch, 
rt, Daveuport, Denoyelles, Ely, Eppes, Evans, Fisk of Vt. | 
of N. Y. Griffin, G: osvenor, Hale, Hasbrouck, Hufty, Inger. 
Ingham, Irving, Jackson of R. I. Kent of N. Y. Kershaw, ! 
gof Mass. Lefferts, Lovett, Lowndes, M'Kim, Miler, Moffitt, 
Ney, Markell, Oakley, Pickering, Pitkin, Post, Potter, John 
4, Win. Reed, Rea of Penn. Rich, Richardson, Robertson, 
rgles, Sage, Seybert, ie Sherwood, Shipherd, Skinner , 
th of N. Y. Smith of Penn. Stockton, Strong, Stuart, Sturges, 
rgart, Tatimadge, Tannehill, Vaylor, Telfair, ‘Thonpson, 
iid pup, Vose, War of Mass. Ward of N. J. Webster, Wheaton, 
ist a eet, Wilcox, Williams, Wilson of Mass. Winter, Wood, 
me panto 
#%  ‘Uhe house then concurred in the report of the com- 
Bi ittee of ways and means. 
f tb ‘Friday, March 18.—After disposing of some other 
1 ee the house resolved itself into a committee 
eke | the whole, Mr. Breckenridge, of Virg. in the 
i jar, on the bill from the senate for authorising the 
its resident of the United States to permit the depar- 
uf \¢ re of Paul Cuffe with a cargo to Sierra Leone ;| 
) Mali 3 gether with the report of the committee of com-| 
felerce and manufactures against the same. 


| od [This bill is predicated on the petition of Paul 
Hg yg lutte, an African by descent, which our readers 
M3nll doubtless recollect to have read in our paper 
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The debate having been extended to the usual 
hour of adjournment, the committee reported the 
bill to the house with certain amendments, and on 
the question on the passage of the bill to a third 
reading, which was decided by yeas and nays, the 
vote was as follows: for the bill 65, against it 72. 

So the bill was rejected, and the house adjourned. 

Saturday, March 19.—Nothing of importance, 
transacted. 

Monday, March 21.—The Yazoo business was 
taken up. Mr. Wright explained his motives for 
supporting the present bill, in a speech of consider- 
able length. Mr. Irving, of New York, followed, 
and gave his reason why he should vote for the bill. 
Mr. Forsythe opposed the bill, and was replied to by 
Mr. Oakley—the committee rose and reported their 
agreement to the bill, 76 to 44. The bill being be- 
fore the house, Mr. Hall, moved to strike out the 
first section of the bill, with a view to the insertion 
of a different section which he offered, not chang- 
ing the principle, but providing for an earlier pay- 
ment of the money therein mentioned into the trea- 


















Higiclt>me weeks ago, and its object is sufficiently ex- 
ih bike lained by the title of the bill] 
Piz! .This bill underwent a Ciscussion of a very diffuse 
es Sa@ure, and of no little length ; in the course of 
Hk ophich the object of the bill was supported by! 
|) 2Messrs. Wheaton, Grosvenor, Pickering, Taggart, 
ny Eeiviics Webster, Farrow, Duval and Shipherd, and 
WO szapposed by Messrs. Newton, Wri ht, M‘Kim, Kerr, 
eietngham, Fisk of Vt. and Ingersoll. 
i 157 This bill was supported on the ground of the ex- 
Ue Lfesellence'of the general character of Mr. Cuffe; the 
He Maphilanthropy of his views; the benefits to humanity 
Hh Sand religion generally of which a success ig these 
dehisviews might be productive; the benefits which 
a * ould result to the United States, particularly from 
‘I Hs the establishment of an institution which would in- 
ag ||. vite the emigration of free blacks, a part of our 
| i opulation which we could well spare, &c. &c. 
we; On the other hand, the bill was apposed on va- 


sury of Georgia, negatived. Mr. Forsythe moved 
to strike out the 4th section. Negatived, ayes 62, 


‘nays 90, Other amendments were proposed, and 


one offered by Mr. Gaston was under consideration 
when the house adjourned. 

Luesday, March 22.—The house agreed to all the 
amendments of the senate to the bill for the better 
organizing and supplying the army, except one. 

The bill for the mdemnification of the Yazoo 
clarmants was then taken up ; several amendments 
proposed and discussed, and the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, March 23.—Mr. Brigham presented 
the petition of sundry inhabitants of Sutton, Milbu- 
ry, &c. in the county of Worcester, Mass. stating 
that they are manufacturers of scythes and mill 
saws, and praying that duties may be laid on the 
|importation of those articles. Referred to the com- 
;mittee of commerce and manufactures. 

Yazoo claims.—The bill was again before the house. 



























We Tious grounds. Whilst the excellence of the gene- 
Ny ft ral character of Mr. Cuffe was fully credited and 
4 igenerally admitted, it was said that the bill would 
i) ‘violate, in favor of a foreign mission, that policy 
‘which we had refused to infringe for the sake even 
“of our coasters and fishermen; that Mr. Cuffe 
en jmight depart in neutral vessels with his companions, 
j_ but that it would be improper to permit him to car- 
| }ry out @ cargo, which was not at all necessary to his 
|; views of propagating the gospel; that his voyage 
would be contrary to the policy of existing laws 
independent of the embargo policy, because abst 
fr Leone was a British settlement; that as this was a 
| ; British settlement, in the possession of a nation 
claiming and asserted to be the bulwark of our reli- 
, : gion, there Was 110 oceasion for cargoes departing 
; from the United States to enable her to carry her 
_ views into effect, &c. 
Intermingled in this debate was considerable con- 
troversy and something like asperity as to the cha- 
racter of the British nation for religion and humuni- 
ty, in which Mr, Pickering of Mass. on the one side 
aud Mv. Nerr of Va. and Fisk of Vt. on the other, 
were Ue principal debaters, and also on the evi! 
which might result from transporting liberated 
slaves from this country to a British settlement.— 
‘The question, however, appeared to the reporter to 
turn on the expediency of permitting, under the ex- 
jstence of the restrictive system, & cargo to go out 
which must necessarily sail under British licence 
which it was argued would not be granted unless it 
were considered advantageous to the interest of the 
cnemv_that such trade should be carried on. 


ra 
Rh 


Mr. Troup moved its indefinite postponement, and 

‘entered at large into the merits of the subject, ve- 

‘hemently opposing any compromise whatsoever. A 

idebate ensued, in which Messrs. Farrow, Eppes, 

‘and Barnett opposed, and Messrs. Findley, Clark and 

| Fisk of N. Y. supported the bill. 

Mr. Stanford rose to reply to a remark made by 
Mr. Clark respecting the mutilation of the documents 
in the office of the clerk of this house, which estab- 
lished the fraud in the purchase of the Yazoo lands, 
which fact Mr. S. had asserted some days ago. He 
inow reiterated the assertion, and his statement was 
‘confirmed by Mr. Macon of N.C. and others. 

A good deal of explanatory conversation took 
place on this topic, during which several motions to 
‘adjourn were made and lost. 

Mr. Nelson of Va. declared his intention of op- 
posing his voice to the passage of the bill ; and com- 
mented a speech in opposition thereto. After pro- 
ceeding a few minutes, he made a motion to that 
effeet, and the house adjourned at half past 5 o’clock, 

Thursday, March 24.——The Yazoo claims’ bill 
before the house. After Messrs. Nelson, Gholson, 
Cuthbert and Stanford -had opposed, and Messrs. 
Lattimore, (delegate for the Mississippi Territory ) 
Yancey and Wright had supported the bill, the 
question on a motion for the indefinite postponement 
lof the bill was taken and decided the bill as follows: 
| For indefinite postponement— 

YEAS—Messrs, Alcxander, Alston, Anderson, Archer, Bard, 
Rarnett, Beall, Bowen, Brown, Burwell, Caldwell, Calhoun, Con- 
dict, Conard, Crawford, Creighton, Crouch, Cuthbert, Davis of Pen. 

Denoyelles, Desha, Duvall, Earle, Eppes, Evans. Farrow, Franklin, 

| Forsythe, Gholson, Goodwin, Griffin, Grundy; Hall, Harris, Hawes, 

‘Hungerford, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irwin, Jokuson of Ya. Jghnson, ct 
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* so it was sent to the senate for concurrence. 


he bill, therefore, only wants the signature of the 
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Ky. Kennedy, Kerr, King, of N. C. Lefferts, Lyle, Macon, M‘Coy, 
M‘Rim, M‘Lean, Moore, Murfree, Nelson, Newton, Ormshy, Piper, 
Pleasants, Rea of Penn. Roan, Sage, Svybert, Sharp, Smith of Pen. 
Smith of Va. Stanford, Strong, Tannehill, Telfair, Troup, Udree, 
Whitehill, Wilson of Penn,—72. 

Against indefinite postponement— 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayles of Mass. Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury. Braid- 
ley, Breckenridge, Brigpen, Buder, Champion, Cilley, Clark, Com-' 
stock, Cooper, Cox, Culpepper, Davenport, Davis of Mass. Ely, 
Findley, Fisk of Vt. Fisk of N, Y. Forney, Gaston, Geddes, Gour- 
din, Grovesnor, Hale, Hasbrouck, Howell, Hufty, Irving, Jackson, 
of Va, Jackson of R. I. Kent of N. Y. Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of 
Mass. Law, Lewis, Lovett, Lowndes Miller, Moffitt, Montgomery, 
Mosely, Markell, Oakley, Parker, Pearson, Pickering, Pickens, Pit- 
kin, Post, Potter, John Reed; William Reed, Richardson, Ridgeley, 
Robertson, Ruggles, Sherwood, Shipherd, Skinner, Smith od. -H, 
Smith of N. Y, Stuart, Sturges, Vaggart, Tallmadge, ‘Faylor, 
Thompson, Vose, Ward of Mass, Ward of N. J. Webster, Wheatqn, 
White, Wilcox, Williams, Wilson of Mass. Winter, Wright, Yau- 
cey—383. 

Further time was spent on the bill; but the houge 
adjourned without taken the question. 

Friday March 25.—Much private business being 
disposed of, the house resumed the consideration of 
the Yazoo bill. Several members argued the matter 
pro and con, and proposed many améndments. At 
6 o’clock ms the evening the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed (85 to 65) and the house adjourned. 

Saturday, March 26 —Yhe Yazoo claims bill was 
finally passed by the following vote— ‘ 

YEAS—Messrs. Avery, Baylies of Mass. Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbu, 
ry, Bradley, Breckenridge, Brigham, Butler, Cha pion, Cilley 
Clark, Comstock, Cooper, Cox, Culpepper, Dav-nport, Davis of 
Mass. Ely, Findley, Fisk of Vt. Fisk of N. Y. Gaston, Geddes, 
Gourdin, Grosvenor, Hale, Hanson, Hasbrouck, Howell, Hofty, Lr- 
ving, Jackson of R. I, Jackson of Virg. Kent of N. Y. Kershaw, 
Kihourn, King of Mass. Law, Lewis, Lovett, Lowides, Miller, 
Moffitt, Montgomery, Mos: Iry, Markell, Oakley, Parke, Pearson, 


Pickermg, Prikin, Pust, Potter, John Reed. Wm. Reed, Rich, , 


Hichardson, Ridg: ly, Robertson, Ruggles. Sherweod, Shipherd, 
Skinner, Smith of N. H. Smith of N. Y. Sturges, Vaggart, Pall- 
madge, Tayler, Thompson, Vos, Ward of Mass. Ward of N. J. 
Webster, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, Williams, Wilson of Mass. 
Winter, Wood, Wright, Yanevy—84. 

NAYS--Messrs. Alexand-r, Alsten, Anderson, Archer, Bard, Bar- 
nett, Beall, Bowen, Brown, Burwell, Caldwell, Calhoun, Condiet, 
Conard, Crawford, Creighton, Crouch, Cuthbert, Davis of Pemwr 
Denoyelles, Desha, Duval, Earle, Eppes, Evans, Farrow, Forsythe, 
Franklin, Gholson, Goedwyn, Griffin, Grundy, Hall, Harris, Hawes, 
Humphreys, Hungerford, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irwin, Johnson of 
Virg. Johnson of Ky. Kennedy, Kent of Md. Kerr, King of N. C. 
Lefferts, Lyle, Macon, M*Coy M*Kim, M‘Lvan, Moore, Murfree, 
Nelson, Newton, Orinsby, Pickens, Piper, Pleasants, Rea of Penn. 
Ringgold, Roan, Sage, Seybert, Shrap, Smith of Penn. Smith of 
Va. Stanford, Strong, Tganehill, Telfair, Troup, Udree, Whitehill, 

Vilson of Penn—76. 

[tn the course of the progress of this bill through 

the house some small amendments were made to it; 


These 
amendments have been agreed to by the senate.— 


president to become a law. ] 

Mondav, March 28. The house was chiefly occu- 
pied in considering the bill to amend the militia laws. 
It was finally ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 


Jackson of R. 1. Kent of N. Y. King of Mass. Law, Lewis. Lovett. 
Macon, Moxitt, Moore, Markell, Oakh-y, Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin 
Post, Potter, J. Reed, W. Reed, Ruggles, Sheffey, Shorwoud, Smith 
of N. H. Sinith of N. Y. Sturges, Taggart, Tallmadge, Thompsor, 
Vos, Ward of Mass. Webster, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, Wilson 

So the bill was passed and sent to the Senate for concurrence. 

Wednesday, March 30.—The house was chiefly oc- 
cupied this day'on minor miatters, and in distussing 
1 bill to provide a compensation to individuals for 
private property captured or destroyed by the enemy, 
while in the service of the United States. The biil 
being amended was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. Mi : 

On motion of Mr. Eppes, it Was Teesolved, by a 
large majority, that a committee’ be appointed to 
enquire into the expediency of an earlier meeting of 
congress than the stated period, with leave to report 


by bill or otherwise. 
ey —_> 
Svents of He MY 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
Wastixeron city, April 1. 

Highly important.—The following message was yes- 
t-rday trinsmitted by the president of the United 
States t» both houses of congress : 
To the Senate and house of Representatives of the 

United States: 

Taking into view the mutual interest which the 
United States and the foreign nations in amity with 
them, have ina liberal commercial intercourse, and 
the extensive changes favorable thereto, which have 
recently taken place: taking into view also the im- 
portant advantages which may otherwise result from 
adapting the state of our commercial laws to the 
circumstances now existing: 

I recommend to the consideration of congress the 
expediency of authorising, after a certain day, cx- 
portations, specie excepted, from the United States, 
in vessels of the United States, and in vessels owned 
and navigated by the subjects of powers at peace 
with them; and a repeal of so much of our laws as 
prohibits the importation of articles not the proper- 
ty of enemies, but produced or manufactured only 
within their dominions. 

I recommend also, as a more effectual safe-ruard 
and encouragement to our growing manufactures, 
that the additional duties.on imports which are to 
expire at the end of one year after a peace with G. 
Britain, be prolonged to the end of two years after 
that event ; and that, in favor of our monied institu- 
tions, the exportation of specie be prohibited 
throughout the same period. 

March 31st, 1814. JAMES MADISON, 








Tuesday, March 29. Mr. Hawkins, elected from, 


Kentucky, vice H. Clay, took his seat. 
~, %e * ° bs aa . { 

Several interesting propositions were submitted, | 
wirich shall be noticed in their progress. The en-| 
grossed bill to amend the act providing for caKing} 
out the militia, &c. was read the third time, and af-, 
ter opposition by Messrs. Tallmadge, Pitkin, and 
Webster, passed, as follows— 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Archer, Avery, 
Bard, Barnett, Beall, Bowen, Bradley, Burwell, Butler, Caldwell, 
Calhoun, Chappell, Clark, Comstock, Condit, Conard, Crawford, 
Creighton, Crouch, Cuthbert, Davis of Penn. Denoyelics, Desha, | 
Duvall, Eppes, Evans, Farrow, Findley, Forney, Franklin, Gholson | 





Goodwyn, Gourdin, Griffin, Grundy, Hall, Harris, ya enyel 


Hawes, Hungerford, Ingersoll, Ingham, Jackson of Va. Johnson ot 
Va. Johnson of Ky, Kennedy, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of 
N, C. Lowndes, Lyle, M'Kim, M*Lean, Montgomery, Murfree, Nvl- 


son, Newton, Parker, Pickens, Pleasants, Rea of Penn. Rhea, of | 
len. Rich, Ridgely, Ringgold, Roane, Robertson, Sage, Sevier, | 


~~ . . ; ~ 7 ya. Ct: fi l | : sted yee , 
kumer, Smith Of Penn. Smith of Va. Stantore | of a militia company, under Proctor, since the com- 


Seybert, Sharp, 
Strong, Tannehill, ‘Taylor, ‘Telfair, Udvee, Whitehill, Wilson @& 
Penn. Wright, Yancey—83, 


NAYS—Messrs, Baylies of Mass. Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, | 


Breckenridge, Brigham, Champion, Cilley, Cooper, Cox, Culpepper, 
Daveyport, Ely, Gaston, Geddes, Grosvenor, Hale, ligyel, Hutty, 


The message having been read, was, in botl? 
houses referred to the committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

MILITARY. 

Major-general Brown with a considerable force is 
on the Niagara frontier—-object unknown. 

Extract of a letter from major-general Harrison to the 
secretary of war, dated 
“Cincumati, March §, 1814. 

Colonel Baby, a militia captain, taken from the 
township of Delaware, upon the Thames, and two 
other individuals who were supposed to be particu- 
larly mischievous, have arrived here, under an escort 


| from Detroit. ‘Phe militia captain denies his being 


in service, but was found with his uniform on, and 
acknowledges to have frequently served at the head 


mencement of the war. He is a native of the county 
of Albany, state of New-York, and emigrated te 


{Canada in the year 1798, 
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“This man, whose name is Springer, is also a ma- 
gistrate, and of course must have been naturalized 
by the British government.” 

Cineinnati Mareh 17, 1814.—We hasten to lay be- 
fore our readers the following letter from colonel 
Butler to general Harrison, by which it appears that 
a victory has been obtained by a small detachment 
of our troops over a much superior force of British 
regulars, militia and indians. 

“ Detroit, March 7, 1814. 

Dranr Str—By lieutenant Shannon, of the 27th 
regiment, U.S. infantry, I have the honor of inform- 
ing you, that a detachment of the troops under my 
command, led by captain Holmes of the 24th regt. 
U. S. infantry, have obtained a signal victory over 
the enemy. 

The affair took place on the 4th inst. about 100 
miles from this place, on the river De Trench. Our 
force consisted of na more than 160 rangers and 
mounted infantry. The enemy, from their own ac- 
knowledgment, had about 240. The fine light com- 
pany of the royal Scots is totally destroyed ; they 


_ led the attack most gallantly, and their commander 


fell within ten paces of our front line. The light 
company of the 89th has also sutfered severely ; one 
officer of that company fell, one is a prisoner, and 


j(fed.) 19,309 ; for Plumer, (rep.) 19,026. Ten téwns 
are yet to be heard from, which will not materially 
vary the result. It is probable that in consequence of 
scatieriny yotes there has not been an election by the 
people. ‘Fhe “republican” nett gain is 523 votes, 
compared with the result of last year. They have 
also made a gain of 23 members in the house of re- 
presentatives, but there is a small “federal” majori- 
ty. The senate is also “federal,” but the council is 
“republican.” 

“4 EUROPEAN AFFAIRS. 

By the arrival of the brig Rambler at Boston,: 
with a-valuable cargo from Bordeaur, we have 
Paris dates to the 9th of February. We have also 
London dates to the 3ist of January, vie. Bermuda.. 
The substance of the intelligence recetved is as 
follows : 

‘he original preliminaries of peace offered by the 
allies and acceded to by Napoleon, have been done 
away, probably by the interference of Castlereagh. 
Yet a congress of the ministers of the belligerents, 
say of France, England, Russia, Austria and Prus- 
sid, Was in session at Chatillon, in France, at the 
date of our latest advices. On the 6th of February 
the dukejof Vicenza, (Caul ncourt) the French mir- 
ister, gave a dinner to Castlereagh, and the other 





another is said to be badly wounded. In killed,| diplomatic characters—the next day they all dined 
wounded and prisoners, the enemy lost about 80—} with Castlereagh. “The best etiquette” appears to 
whilst on our part there were but four killed and} have been observed, and the Frenth and English 
four wounded. This great disparity in the Ioss on, ministers were “full of attentions” to each other. 
each side, is to be attributed to the very judicious; On the 9th a courier from Lord Castlereagh, for 
position occupied by captain Halmes, who compel-| London, passed through Paris for Calais, which is 
Jed the enemy to attack him at great disadvantage | said to be the route by which the couriers will 
this, even more than his gallantry, merits the Jaurel.| proceed, as. being the most direct. What these 

Captain Holmes has just returned, and will furnish | plenipotentiaries are doing, ig not hinted at—the a- 
a detailed account of the expedition, which shall} bove is the whole that we have of the ir proceedings. 


immediatel¥ be transmitted to you. 
Very respectfully your most ob’dt servant, 





: H. BUTLER, Lt. col. comd’z Detroit. 
‘Major-general Harrison. 


The allied armies have entered France in zreat 
force—and parties of Cassacks had advanced as far 
Fontainbleu, about thirty three miles from Paris. 
Napoleon left Paris January 25, to put himself at 


Eneny’s force as stated by the prisoners ; |the head of his armies, and some partial battles 


Royal Scots 101 | took place on the 2d and 3d of February near Bri- 
89th regiment 45 ‘enne, in which the French claim the advantage ; 
Militia 50 | but nothing of importance was done. We have no 
Indians 40 to 60 ‘certain accounts of the force of the French armies 


‘between the allies and Paris, but suppose it so be 
936 very considerable—a private letter says, they have 
P.S. We took one hundred head of cattle also | 1000 pieces of artillery, and the force may be three 
from the enemy, intended for Long Point or Bur-| hundred thousand strong. A part of the veteran 
lington.” jarmy of Spain passed through Paris the 4th Fe- 
NAVAL. | bruary to join the emperor; and the good dis- 
The privateer Comet, of Baltimore, has arrived/ Positions and zeal of all the troops is highly com- 
at Wilmington, N. C. from a cruize in which she; mended. The allies appear to have committed 
made twenty prizes ; the chief of which were des-| great excesses in France. It is psrticularly noticed 
troyed after divesting them of their valuable effects. | that they destroyed the house and curious gardens, 
Admiral sir lexander Cochrane has arrived at| &c. of the celebrated Buffon, then occupied by his 
Bermuda, and is to supercede Warren in the com-} 8? and-daughter, mad. Buffon. Entrenchments have 
mand on our coasts, Kc. It is stated that his force| been raised round Paris, for the protection of the 
will consist of 10 or 12 ships of the line and many| Capital, in the event of a defeat of the grand army— 
smaller vessels, with 3 or 4000 marines, under ma-| 24 troops were pouring into the city from all quar- 
jor Nichols. That he will also bring with him to|tets ‘The alhes had made an attack upon Antwerp, 
our coast “a strong body of riflemen and battering{ but were repulsed with loss. Indeed, the strong 
artillery, congreve rockets, shrapnel shells, with| towns and fortified places appear to be generally in 
all the ammmunitions, &e. necessary to give eflect to. the hands ef the Freach, and being well garrisoned 
these engines of destruction.” ,and in the rear of the allies, may give a good account 
| of them, on their retreat, if Bonaparte shall beat 
them. The fleet at Antwerp of course, was not taken, 
nor has the Texel fleet fallen into the hands of the 
Se | eagle . allies—but it is not said where it is. Some of the 
that it is the positive determination of many mem-| places in Holland are yet held bv the French, but in 
bers of congress, that the subject of the NVutional) general that country is wrested from them. MWel- 
Bank shou d be brought forward m some practica-}lington has not taken Bayonne, as was reported, nor 
ble shape before the rising of the present session. jis it probable he will be able to advance; being op- 
a. ew-Hampshire electien. Returns from 195 towns | posed, not only by the army of Soult, but a volunteer 
have been received Vhe votes are for Gilnan | army of Basques 20,000 strong, under the Basaqve 

















THE CHRONICLE. 


The editors of the National Intellirencer state, 
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-genegal Harespy. ‘These people have a peculiar 
‘Finquage and habits, differing widely from the 
French ; and are one of the hardiest races of men 
and the most determined of soldiers. A private let- 
ter from Bordeaux, says that the career of Welling- 
jon is at an end; hut another intimates that great 
alarm prevails in that city. It further appears that 
Napoleon has entered into some sort of a treaty with 
Ferdinand, of Spain, who -has sent the same to the 
Gortes, assembled at Madrid. The British seem to 
fear that it may be ratified. Of Damark we have 
the following “official Bulletin,” in the London pa- 
pers—“Foreign Office, Jan. 25—Mr. Thornton signed 
with the Danish minister plenipotentiary, definitive 
treaty of peace and alliance hetween his majesty and 
Denmark. All conquests to be restored except He- 
ligoland—prisoners on both sides to be released— 
Denmark to join the allies with 10,000 men, if Eng- 
land will give a subsidy of 400,000 pound sterling in 
the year 1814. Pomerania to be ceded by Sweden 
to Denmark in lieu of Norway—Stralsund still to 
continue a depot for English produce—Denmark to 
do all in her power to abolish the slaye trade—and 
England to mediate between Denmark and the allies. 

The park and tower guns.were fired in celebration 
of the peace with Denmark.” 

Hamburg was yet held by Davoust. We have no- 
thing particular of Bernadotte, but he is probably 
it the neighborhood of that city. Marshal Suchet 
’s still in force in Catalonia (Spain.)  WZurat was 
narching to unite with the viceroy in the kingdom 
of Italy. Who has an army of 60,000 not including 
the garrisons or the reserve, of 24,000, at Alexan- 
dria. The conscription is levying with success ; 
and the people are said to shew the “‘best dispositi- 
ons.” 
Verona. He held a communication with Venice, 
where he had a numerous garrison. The “sovereign 
prince of the Netherlands” has appointed a minis- 
ter plenipotentiary to the United States, and it is 
stated in a London paper of the SIst Jan. that his 
son is to marry the princess Charlotte of Wales in 
the spring. 


The head-quarters of the viceroy were at} 
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[Several of the papers in tlris series of documents 
had been inserted in the Reeister, and particularly 
some of those in the present number compressed by 
the small type; but we deemed most useful to keep 
the series unbroken, though at the loss. of some 


matter. } 





Extract of a letter from the secretary of war to major-generad 
Wilkinson, dated Sackett’s Harbor, September 22, 1813. 

DEAR GENERAL—yYour letters of the 16th, 17th and 18tir 
instant have been this moment received ; I hasten to answer them. 
The main object must be prosecuted; Chauncey is not broken 
down ; he can and will command the lake, and while he does so, 
our position at fort George may be maintained. If the enemy's 
sick list amounts to one thousand four hundred out of three thou- 
sand, the enemy can undertake nothing with effect. In this view 
of the subject, close with P. B. Porter’s proposition, made in the 
following words, viz: “Our proposition (in case of your leaving 
this place) is, that we be permitted to raise, between this amd the 
ist of October, a volunteer force of from one thousand to one thous 
sand two hundred men, exclusive of Indians; that we add to it as 
many of the militia stationed on the lines as may be willing to join 
us; that we he furnished with a small train (say four pieces of field 
artillery with experienced officers and men to fight them) and that 
with this force we be authorised to invade the enemy’s country.” 

Rodman’s corps may jom Porter. Any volunteers you may have 
with the army, whose times are near expiring, and who are desir- 
ous of continuing in service, may do so alsu. We will cover the 
sh 8 by a requisition upon governor Tompkins for additional 
maiitia. 

The enemy’s fleet have left the Chesapeake, I helieve for Hali- 
fax, whence the land troups are to be sent into Canada; another 
motive for quick movements. 

My last letters by Chauncey of the 18th or 19th gave you all we 
yet know. Prevost has left Kingston, it is said, for Quebec ; more 
probably for Montreal. 

Yours faithfully and ever, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
Niagara, September 27, 1813, 6 0’clock, A. M. 

DEAR SIR—I received at cight o’clock last evening, your inter- 
esting letter of the 22d, and sballemplyy its authorisations to th 
best possible effect. 

Fifteen hundred men were embarked with orders to sail the day 
before yesterday, but a strong easterly wind has made it impossi-r 
ble to move. 

The whole force, say three thousand combatants, after deducting 
the garrisons of forts George and Niagara, were ready for embark- 
ation yesterday, and as the weather is serene at this moment, I hope 
the whole may be able to move at dusk this day: Isay at dusk he- 
cause I am desirous to keep my neighbors under a delusion as long 
as possible ; they are perpeiied asto my intentions and will not be 





Such is the marrow and substance of the volum- 
nious details that Nave reached us. Situatcd as! 
Hyance is, we heartily desire that the fate of the inva- | 
ders of Russia may be the fate of the invaders of | 
France. If they shall succeed in the subjugation of| 
France, they will not act with that magnanimity 
that Bonaparte himself has done, for they will des- 
poit him of all his possessions, and with ¢ha¢ event 
the arrogance of ovr enemy would rise to a height | 
of serious importange to the interest of the United 
States. If, however, the allies would agree, and hid 
the power to drive the Bonupartes from France and 
the Guelphs from Fngland—to expel the two breeds 
of knaves or fools that direct the destinies of the 
two great rival countries, agreed that doth shall be 
destroyed—if Paris must be sacrificed let London 
share the same fate, and we are satisfied, except so 
jar as individual sufferings, in ether, shall be con- 
cerned, 

We think it probable, however, that the allies are 
doomed to experience the most signal disasters that 
have marked the pages of history, and deserve them. 
They have abandoned all the great principles they 
affectefl to support, and we trust that calamity may 
teach them not to do to others what they would not 
should be done unto them. The French people ap- 
pear to be rising as it were ex masse to repel the 
@rvaders. This is “patriotic.” 


. 





able to penetrate them before they have discovered the course of 
my flotilla. 

I have authentic information from York the evening of the 24th 
inst. ‘The brizade of militia in the vicinity were required to asseni- 
ble the 25th, and six hundred men of the 41st and 49th regiments, 
second battalion were daily expected there on their reute to Us 
neighborhood : this is good, and still better three spacious block 
houses are ordered by sir George to be erected at York. 

But sir, here is one drawback ; the tantalizing sir James Yeo was 
in shore with his fleeton theevening of the 24th, (Friday) about 
twenty-eight miles east of York. Where he is now, we kuew not, 
for he has not since been heard of, and Chauncey is just sendine 


‘out the Lady of the Lake and the Neptune to reconnoitre Yor 


and the coast in that quarter. What may be the views of the knight’ 
to gasconade, to retard my Movement, or to enable De Rottenber: 
to follow me? I am unable to divine, but will not be loner delayed, 
and, therefore, shall be twenty miles to the eastward before to- 
morrow morning, should the weather permit. If sir James can be 
discovered, Chauncey will seek him, otherwise he wil] sail with 
me to cover my left flank. 

As we have not a moment to loose, I shall proceed directly to 
Grenadier* Island, writing you and sending orders to the com. 
inanding officer by a despatch boat, en passant 

After all we are so straitened for transport, that we shall not find 
room for more than fifteen days’ provisions ; indeed, we have littl: 
more to spare from this position, and therefore, our sole dependence 
must be on the magazines at Sackett’s Harbor, of which the cou 
tractor should be personally advised. Heaven protect you. 

Truly yours, 
JAMES WILKINSON, 
Hon. John Armstrong, secretary of war. 


Fort George, October 2, 1813, 
DEAR SIR—Since my last of the 17th inst. I have had difficul- 
ties, perplexities, and anxieties sufficient to discompose a sajat. 
Commodore Chauncey having ascertained that the British squa-~ 
dron was on the opposite coast agreeably to the information | had 
given him, left port on the evening of the 271: to look for it; on the 
morning of the 23th we diseoyered our squadron off this place 
about mid channel, and standing fur the York shore; about 12 
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Many interesting articles omitted. 


* I had determined on this poiut of rendezvous befoge T heard 
from genera! Brown, 


room that we would gladly have occupied with other... 
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o’clock, theugh very distant, we discovered it was warmly engag- 
ed, the enemy to leeward and scareely discernable ; we could, with 
our glasses, distinguish the Pike firing both her batteries, and fre- 
quentul oat in smoke. ‘The enemy were forced towards the 
head of the lake, and about 3 o’clock we lost sight of our stern- 
Most vessel, the action still continuing. From that period until 
yesterday morning I was kept in_ suspense as to the issue of the 
action, the wind blowing a gale from the south east, and produ- 
cing such a swell as made it imposible for our privateers to keep 
the lake, and of course my flotilla was confined tu port with the 
troops, either on board or encamped on the beach. The evening 
betore the last, our whole fleet (alone) were discoverell beating 
tg the lake: in thecourse of the night they came to off Four 

ile ereek, and yesterday morning the commodore presented 
himself. Our observations on the action were in the main correct, 
except that the battle was fought by the Pike alone (or next to it) 
who Having carried away sir James’ mizen and main-top-masts, 
his squadron bore up to protect him, and Chauncey was engaged 
with the whole. Unlucky fellow, he céuld have taken a schooner 
and a brig, tut his eyes being fixed on the commodore, he would 
not look atsmaller game. Finally, sir James, as usual, ran away ; 
was chased to the head of the lake, came to anchor close in shore; 
and the gale and tremendous sea threatening, in case of a con- 
tinued action, to put both squadrons on shore, sir James with the 
British force assembled there, and Chauncey into the hands of the 
enemy, he clawed off and came down to confer with me ; he has 
my Opinions in writing, and I expect his answer this morning. 

Early yesterday, before I had heard from the commodore, the 
wind, for the first, becoming favorable, I despatehed all my bat- 
teaux, and as soon as I had ascertained sir James Yoe’s situation, 
our sail beats followed; but, alas, before 1 o’clock the wind again 
«ame round to the south east, and séveral of our schooners returned, 
though a majority of them, and the whole of the batteaux pro- 
ceeded, and Ihope reached Eighteen Mile creek. 

I have been detained by the arrival of about 3£0 Indians, to whom 


5th. If we effect a landing at M‘Pherson’s farm, on the eastey), 
sule of Kingston, a point may be seized, witch will command the 
town, the furts, and the harbor; and within seven hours after the 
landing is effected a sufficient battery may be erected and in ope 
ration. - 

6th. 9 and 12 pounders will be sufficient for burning block houses 
&e. and may be dragged by the men. , 

7th, ‘The time necessary to reduce the place will not exceed a sin. 
gle day, and of course will not materially interfere, on that ac. 
count, with our object below. 

: mr. _ we may — - onty be conjectured. Judging 
rom shat at fort , where the enemy were more numeroy 
it will be ineonsiderable. . : 

Sth. The advantages of taking Kmgston are two; you sever th 
enemy’s line of communication, and you expel him from his only 
secure harbor. 

The premises assumed under the Ist, 2d, 3d, 4th and 5th head; 
may change, and our conclusions with them. The only safe deci. 
sion therefore is, thatif the British fleet shall not escape commo. 
dore Chauncey and get into Kingston harbor; if the garrison of 
that place be not largely reinforced ; and if the weather be such a; 
will allow us to navigate the lake securely, Kingston shall be our 
first object, otherwise, we shall go direethy to Montreal. 


JOHN ARKMSTRONG, 
Sackett’s Harbor, 5h October, 1313. 


War Department, October 9, 1813, 

DEAR GENERAL—Does there exist between you and the com, 
modore a cleas and distinct understanding on the subject of out 
lan of operations, and the kind and degree of assistance he wil 
able to give to its exeeution? Can he take a position which 
shall have the effect of shutting im Yeo, and of covering our de 
scent upon Kingston, and our subsequent movement down the Sr, 
Lawrence? fs it not probable that a part of the enemy’s fleet will, 
immediately on our appearance at Grenadier Island, occupy the 
passages of the river? If wecan be covered in going to our firs 





I was obliged to give an audience and a talk, and I lodged im thig 
piace to see whether the enemy might look at it, and what would, 


be the conduet of the garrison of 690 militia and 800 regular troops, j being possible, ought to be re 


under the command of colonel Scott. We have just had an alarm, 


and being myself among the first on paradm I have witnessed a 


scene by which I shall profit Scott, before I leave him, which will| may be readily and conveniently given. Let me know the result 


be ina couple of hours, as, thank Almighty God, the wind again 
Dreezes, though it has rained all night, an still continues to rain. 
Oh, if it may please God to favor us with this breeze we shall 
soon be near you, but itis in his power, by adverse winds to delay, 


and by tempests to destroy us. {£ move with about 3,300 men.—| 


Farewell, and God preserve you. 
JA. WILKINSON. 
The honorable John Armstrorg. 


Extract from the journal of the secretary of tear. 

“4th October, 1813. General Wilkinsou arrived at Sackett’s 
Harbor on this day from fort George. He immediately visited the 
secretary of war, in company with generals Lewis and Brown, and 
in the presence of these officers remonstrated freely and warmly 
arainst making an attack on Kingston—urging the propriety 6f 
passing that post and of going directly to Montr~al. 

“The seeretary of war diffured from general Wilkinson in opinion, 
but thought his objeetions worthy of consideratiog, and proposed 
a meeting on the day ftoliowing for that purpose. 

“The meeting took place accordingly, when general Wilkinson 
presented the paper marked Ne- 1. That marked No. 2, was pre- 
sented by the secretary, and the opinion with which it closes was 
adopted as that which should regulate the novemeutsof the army.” 


No. 1. 
teasons for attacking Kingston arferior to a descent upon Mon- 
treal. 
Ist. We shajl capture& garrison of 800 or 1000, and demolish a 
strong held of the enemy. ; 
2d. We shall destroy his naval depot and magazines of every 
SPecies. 


Rd. We shall by this operation diminish his foree, destroy his re- | 


sources, and place the division at the head of the lake, under De 
Rottenburg, 1m great difficulty and distress ; and 

4th. We shall deswoy every naval resource, and of consequence 
prevent the building, equipping, and even repairing a single 
Vessel. 

Against this attack it may be urged : 

Ist. ‘That the reductionof the place may cost more time than we 
calculate on. 

gd. It may encumber us with wounded and sick ; and 

3d. It is possible the British squadron may as heretofore elude 
commodore Chauncey, and find us befure Kingston, or overtake us 
on the St. Lawrence. 

In the first place, from the lateness of the season, the loss of a 
few days may expose us to the autumnal rains, and jeopardise the 
chief object of the campaign. In the seeund place, our own force 
will be diminished and our movements retarded ; and 

In the third place, the chief object of the canipaign, the capture 
of Montreal, will be utterly defvated, and our ownarmy subjeeted 
to great difficulties, losses and perils. Submitted to the honorable 
the secretary of war. 

JA. WILKINSON, 
No. 2. 

ist. The Niagara division will probably arrive here in a day or 
two. 

2d. The weather is yet good, and the lake navigable by scows and 
boats. 

3d. The enemy’s main force is in the neighborhood of fort George 
and his fleet at the head of the lake. 

ath. The garrison of Kingston does not exceed 800 or 1,000 
meh, 


dew rosecution of the second part of the plan. As the fleet is 


object, and should attain that, we may be able to dispense with 
further naval assistance ; but should we fail (a contingeney, which 
rded) naval aid will be necessary to 


wind-bound, and the commodore here, explanations on these points 


a believe mie yours truly, 
JOUN ARMSTRONG, 
| Major-general Wilkinson. 
Head-quarters, Sackett’s Harbor, October 9, 1813. 
DEAR SIR—The commodore and myself have hitherto under 
stood each other perfectly, and I think we shall harmonize to th 
end. He is ready to sail the moment the wind serves ; and yuu 
/May rest assured that nothing essential te give effect to the oper 
‘tions of the army under my command, and to aceomplish the view 
of the government, has been or shali be omitted. 


| Respectfully and truly yours, ‘ ere 
JA. WILKINSON. 
Hon. john Armstrong, secretary of war. 
| Extract of aletter from general Wilkinson to the secretary of wa, 
dated Head-quarters, Sackett’s Harber, October 18, 1813. 
| “The diminution of our force by discase and various casualti 
‘and more especially, the uncertainty ef the period of our mov 
| ment against Montreal, renderit necessary, in my judgment, thi 
| you should revoke the order of march you have given te majo 
‘general Hampton, and that he should be directed to march fi 
Morrisville, as rapidly as may be censistevt with the health of h 
troops. This proposition is founded on the presumption, that 
/make the reduction of Kingston and the conquests of the uppé 
provinces, the first objeets of our operations.” 
War Department, October 19, 1515. 
| SIR—I received your letter of yesterday, and should have 
iswered it more promptly, but that business of the south and we 
|required my immediate aitention. 
| When on the 4th instant you returned from fort George, we! 
the prospect of a speedy concentration of our forces at thiypoit 





ithe Niagara division had sailed on the 30th ult. the enemy’s pn 
‘cipal furee veeupied a cantonment between lakestErie and Ontang 
his fleet was at the head of the iake, and his garrison at Kingsté 
reduced to seven or eight hundred nen. Under these circumstane 
it was no doubt wise to decide as we did, that our first attack shou 
be carried arainst that place: but do these cireumstances 2 
longer exist ? The expeeted concentration is but now effect 
(18th of Gctober) a reinforcement of 1,500 men has been thro¥ 
into Kingston; the British fleet has got into port there, and ¢ 
| furee, from disease and other casualties, is according to your sta 
|ment, diminished and diminishing. ‘To reinstate and augme 
this, it is now proposed to order general Hampton from his prs 
position at Chatauge to Morrisville, on the St. Lawrenee. + 
| places are distant upwatils of one hundred miles. A mare 
}such length at this season of the year, and in the present co 
tion of the reads, loaded as he is with a train of artillery. © 
means of subsistence, and with tents and baggage, cannot be 
formed under fitteen days, to which must be added the ume He 
sary tur giving the order, fur making the arrangements preli™ 
ry to such a movement, and for making also the subsequent! 
from Morrisville to the mouth of the Gaunavoqui river, all’ 
which would probably protract the moment of junction till the ee 
of November. : 
Admonished as we are by the storms which have assailed US, 
ten days past, and which have not yet ceased, I cannot but th 
that a period so late would of itself be fatal to the project. 
Other circumstances lead to the same conelusion. Jeginning’ 
operations fromthe mouth of the Gaunanoqui river, Wwe shall” 
a march of twenty-four miles to Kingston, and through a ce" 
covered with woods, destitute of inhabitants, and pervious “ 
two roads, which, without avy interruption from the enc?" 
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onted as nearly impassible at present. “This movement (un- 
pat originally projected)* cannot he made without the aid of 
and a Jess number of these than six hundred.t including 
regiment of draguons, is, L understand, deemed insufficient. 
hese must be fed, and their provender drawn from this place, 
country between Gravelly point and Putneyville, affords 
and interposes a swampy desart which shuts us out from the 
es of Rossie and Rayvlle, &¢e. An iinportaut question 
here—can the necessary forage be obtained from this neigh- 
> the quarter-master-general says “it cannot, that it must 
ted from Lowville (40 miles distant) and transported hence 
ater”? These facts, on your B give menace oyr operations 
Kingston witha delay, which would probably surround us 
J] the embarrassments of a Canadian winter, and extinguish 
hope of grasping the other, the safer and the greater object 
 L call it the safer and greater object, because— 
Montreal, you find the weaker place, and the smaller force 
unter: at Montreal, you meet a fresh, unexhausted, effi- 
reinforcement of four thousand men: at Montreal, you ap- 


of his artillery and its attiral, she might be able to make the 
march in that time, or afew days more. 

My reasons for preferring the attack of Kingston to that of Mon 
treal, are these: , 

By the reduction of that place, we conquer a province, not only of 
great importance to the enemy, but a valuable acquisition to our- 
selves; we capture or destroy tour thousand of bis best troops; we 
put an end to the indian war, and by the destruction of his naval 
force, establish ourcommand of the lake, and permit a respectable 
part of our naval foree to be employed elsewhere. isp 

On the contrary, leave Kingston, its garrison, and the British 
squadron in our rear,and proceed to Montreal. none of those im- 
portant objects will be gained. The enemy will remain in undisturb- 
ed possession of the province, at liberty to exercise his enterprise 
against this frontier at discretion ; fer it is a faet, however opiuions 
may vary, the resources of the province are adequate to the subsist- 
ence of hisarmy. His naval superiority on the lake will be re esta 
bilshed by the opening of the spring, the indian depredations may be 


and continuing ; or should he preter it, he niay, on the 
opening of he campaign, leave sir James Yeo triumphant on the lake 
witha suitable garrison for the protection of Kingston, deseend the 
St. Lawrence with his main force and fall upon our rear, while We 
shall be engaged in front, admitting we succeed in establishing our- 
selves at Montreab 

Having passed Kingston, the fortifieations at Prescott may pre- 
sent such an obstacle to our further progress, as to compel us tb 
land and reduce it by foree ; an operation which may consume more 
time than can be spared at this advaneed season. [ speak coujec- 
turally, but should we surmount every obstacle in descending the 
river, we shall advance upon Montreal ignorant of the force array-. 
ed against us, and in case of misfortune, having no retreat, the ars 
my must surrender at discretion. 

Iwill barely add, that as the winter commences at Montreal by 
the 20th of November, should we be delayed on the route by any 
untoward incidents, our embarrassments and perils will be greatly 
multiplied. 

I offer these results of my frail judgment with a consciencious 
| regard to the public good. fon bigotted to no project, and there- 
fure am willmg to yield my own judgment to that of others. 
Head-quarters, Sackett’s Harbor, October 19, 18153. Personal considerations would make me prefer a visit to Mon- 
DEAR SIR—I was about to embark for Grenadier Island, when treal to the attack of Kingston ; but before 1 abandon this attack, 
ceived your letter of this morning, which I will endeavor to; which by my instructions I am ordered to make, it is necessary to 
wer; my very feeble condition and the want of time for re-| my justzfication, that you should by the authority of the president 
tion, disqualify me from doing justice to my opinions. | direct the operations of the army under my command, particularly 
ou will recofMlect that in my letter of the 6th of August, I pro- against Montreal. With my earnest wishes for the successful issue 

to take Kingston, as preliminary to an attack on Montreal ;| 0! whatever may be undertaken, I am, dear sir, with much respect 

offered a different opinion in your letter of the 8th, and on my | and esteem, truly yours, 
ival here, I submitted the alternative to a council of war, which ! 
ided in favor of your plan, to leave Kingston untouched, and 
od direetly against Montreal ; but ulterior considerations and 
wmation|| have induced me to adhere to my original plan. 
Permit me, previous to the discussion of the grounds of my 


h your own resources, and establish between you and them 
sy and expeditious intercourse: at Montreal, you occupy a 
which must be gained in carrying your attacks home to the 
ses Of the war, and which if seized now, will save one cam- 

; at Montreal, you hold a position which completely severs 
emy’s line of operations ; which shuts up the Otfwa as well 
St. Lawrence against him, and which, while it restrains all 
, withers and perishes all above itself. 

e, general, are the thoughts which present themselves on 
proposition, aud which I understand as abandoning, for this 
ign, the proposed attack on Montreal. I am entirely dis- 

Ki to listen to all that can be said om the other side of the ques- 
but at present, the reasons assigned,leave me no doubt o the 
y of pursuing promptly and firmly,t the plan already indi- 

d, ei which, besides the approbation of the president, has re- 

ed the sanction of a council of war. 

am, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 

JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
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jor-general Wilkinson. 
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disc JA. WILKINSON. 
The honorable John Armstrong, secretary of war 

N. B. All the objections which apply to the landing below Kings 
ton may be obviated dy landing above it. My sole motive for sug- 
gesting the idea of landing below, was to preveut the garrison’s 
nion, to submit a few incidental remarks. escape. If there be adeficiency of forage on our part, it is the fault 
t is extemely doubttul what may be the present force of the of the quarler-Master-ge neral, who was instructed as early as Au- 
pny at Kingston, and very uncertain how much our own force | £USt, to lay in a supply of twelve thousand bushels for the subsis- 
y have heen‘diminished by disease, and the casualties attending | tence of the cavalry. 
rmovements. 
From the retreat of Proctor before general Harrison, and the in- 
mation received from colonel Scott, E think it probable that De 
bttenberg, with the effectives of his division, has gone to reinforce 


IN. 


f wat; 


JA. WILKINSON, 
Hon. John Armstrong, secretars of war. 
Endorsement on the preceding letter, by the secretary of war 
Note. If we look at the plan of campaign of the 23d ot July, we 
octor,and that the troops which have descended to Kingston con-! find that it proposed an attack on Kingston, and even indicated the 
ted only of the sick of that division. | mode of that attack. If we examine general Wilkinson’s letter 
My idea of recalling general Hampton to reinforce us, was pro- | Of the 6th of August, we find that he provisionally adopted that 
ced by an alarm with respect to the insufficiency of our force, opinion ; and if we refer to the letter of the secretary of war of 
ich I found spreading ; and the direction which I suggested was | the 8th, so far from expressing a diferent opinion, we discover 
on your own proposition§ of the 13th instant, at which | that it instructed the general to choose betwen a direct and an in- 
me I understood you to offer the opinion, that the march from | @rect attack on that post. It was not therefore any difference ot 
mpton’s encampment to Morrisville might be accomplished in opinion between the secretary and the general that was subinitted 
days, and my own opinion is, that by disembarrassing himself | to the council of war, as stated in the preceding letter, but the 
; . | mere alternative presented by the instructions of the letter, the 
simple choice between the two modes of attack. 


War department, October 20, 1813. 








: A descent at M‘Pherson’s farm two miles and a half below Kings. 
DN. 





t Forage for this number was required by the general. 


} This refers to the preceding plan, 
i 23d July, 
f Angust. 


) This council consisted of generals Wilkinson, Lewis, Brown 
n Swartwout, and commodore Chauncey. The opinion was unani- 
E Se 

,Note.—Befare the secretary of war Ieft Sackett’s Harbor, and 
hile it was deemed practicable, and was intended to carry 
ir attacks against both Kingston and Montreal, he had one or 

ore conversations with commodore Chauncey, on the general 
ubject of naval cooperation. These had particular reference to 
Points, the place of landing (in case Kingston was the object 
y ytttack) and the degree of protection which the fleet could be 
tble to render to the debarkation of the army. The places of de- 
cent indicated by the secretary were three : 

- M‘Pherson’s farm, two miles and a half delew Kingston. 
“c. ‘The mouth of the Little Cataraqui, four or five miles above 
P\ingston ; and 


3d. The mouth of the Gananoqui river, 
meton. 
he commodore’s answer was substantially as follows: that he 
one not take upon himself the responsibility of covering the 
mm ing of the army at the first of these points, but that he would 
er its landing at either of the other two. 
us ulterior information was not communicated to the secre- 
tary of war. 

S Whae is here called a proposition was but a question, whether 

me P sas could be performed in six days? General W.answered 
© negative, and advised that general Hampton should be order-| 
M'to G0 on to Corugwapa, , 


; approved by the president on 
and communicated to general Wilkinson on the 5th 


twenty-four miles below 





SIR—I received your letter of yesterday by major Lee. You ap- 
pear to have written it under an impression, that your instructions 
of August last made a direct attack upon Kingston unavoidable. A 
copy of these instructions is before me, and in the last paragraph 
of them we find a summary of their substance. It is as follows :- 
“After this exposition, it is unnecessary to add, that in conduet- 
ing the present campaign, that you will make Aingsion your 
principal object, and that you will choose as circumstances may 
indicate, between a direet and an indirect attack on tliat post.” 
Both modes of attack are slightly detailed in these orders, and 
a preference given to the latter, but without at all infringing 
your right of choice, or in any degree lessening your responsi- 
bility. Nor am JI now at liberty to change the ground of these 
instructions, since the only effect would be, to substitute my opinion 


for yours. ‘The former has not however been witheld ; it has 


been given freely and fully, and is yet unshaken by any considera- 
tion presented to my minal. 

As we are about to part, it may be proper that I should subjoin 
to what Ihave said in favor of a movement on Montreal, a 
short statement of my objections to a direct attack on Kingston. 

Ist. If its garrison consists of four thousand of the best troops 
of the enemy (as you suggest) your attack will fuil. 

od. If your attack fails, your retreat is impracticable. 

3d. Your descent must necessarily be made above or below thi 
town, on the water’s edge and within a short distance of your ob- 
jeets If made delozw the town, your fleet cannot cover it ;* if made 
above the town, it must be done im presence of the enemy, and 





* Commodore Chauncey declared he would not take the re” 
sponsibility of covering the descent of the army if made at M'Phev 
son's farm, Jelow the tow ; 
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within stréke of his fleet, and that he will think the object sufli- | the winds and waves and rains and snow still prevail, and yall. h 
cient to justify the risk cannot be doubted. Besides, an approach made several fruitless attempts Yo turn Stoney Point, one gf ‘ Me 
on this side, however successful, leaves to the eacmy the means of | at great peril to three thousand men, whom I seasonably yenpMll seret 
or’. r ‘ to the Harbor without the loss of'a life. Our sick, one hung or 
4th. ‘The experiment already made of the lake navigation is not | ninety-six in number, have not fared as well: they were en) : sre 
encouraging. Though pressed by no enemy other tham the wea-; in stout comfortable vessels, and sailed the day befove YesiAlihe ene 
ther, the army has not been able to reach Grenadier Island, but; morning for Sackeut’s Harbor, but they were driven on shoj 
in broken order, and with considerable loss. On your plan, they | storm, which continued with unremitting violence all night: » 
liave eighteen other miles to go on the open lake; and much of no exertion conld relieve them, I anticipated the loss of Uhe y! 
this distance under the eye of the British fleet. Is it probable! but the tenmpest haying abated, and the wind shifted from 5, 
that our scows will beable to navigate this remaining distance (at) N. E. boats were sent ot yesterday morning. and Dr. Bull jy 
@ season and under circumstances so unfavorable) in better order | the Joss of three men only. Others means of transport Will be 
or with less loss? ‘vided to-morrow, and these unfortuyate wen will be sent t 
These are the best thoughts I can offer, and it only remains to huspital at Sackeit’s Harbor.” 
add to them my best wishes for your army and for yourself. | * Brig. gen. Brown with his brigade, the ight artillery, the 
JORN ARMSTRONG. ;men, the volunteers, the gun bouts, Bissel’s regiment, anda) ery. t 
Major general Wilkinson. ec are, I eet sal > at French creek, with the arti the e 
ordnance stores. ‘hese corps have made the traverse of 
Lady of the Lake, off Sackett's Harbor, October 24, 1813. | of the lake under cirumstances of great danger, though fot tysed 
SIR—I was at Grenadier Island the day before westerday, aud ly without the loss of a life, but at the expense of some boat Tb jt cot 
found the troops dropping in so slowly that I determined toreturn, —“ I shall wait one day Jonger, and if the passage should si) {coop 
hunt them up, and quicken their movement. My presence at the tinue impracticable to the troops, I will land them on the oypllmlmaimein 
Harbor was also necessary to have clothing selecied to cover num- shore, march them across the country to the St. Lawrence, ay ns, tl 
bers of our naked men. . nae ee the empty boats round to a given rendezvous.” salt, (€3 
I will say nothing of the horrad condition in which that place, “As tnajor-general Hampton is under your orders, permity ttwo ’ 
was left. Colonel Coles has arrived with upwards of twohundred | sugrest to you what is worthy of reflection—whether he y thin; 
good men, and expects about eighty more to-day. Randolph aud | take a position and wait the arrival of my command near the Hligenice 
Stott are expected at Oswego, nine hundred strong. JT have con-| ftuence of the St. Lawrence and Grand river, or Whether he presen 
tyved to rig and send off vessels to bring up six hundved of them | move down the St Lawrence and menace Chanible ? Uf he is flied wie 
in season for my movement from Grenatier Island, which will! enough tomeet sir George, the latter will be the preferable plat rot di 
mot be delayed one instant unnecessarily. ‘Che people at Kingston | cause it will have the effect tu divide the erreniy’s forces; othefwiylped me 
eppear to be much affrighted, firing their alarm guns on the slight- | Should adopt the first idea, hazard nothing, and strengiles MMM gut 
est appearanee. J. N. has returned, and it he may be credited, De | hands.” a to | 
Rottenberg has not arrived, and all the force they can spare issent | _* ‘The enclosed copy of a memorandum from colonel Swift began 
down the river to take possession of, and fortify some critical passes.' show you what he is about, I flatter myself, to YORE satisfac > sant 
My health continues, unfortunately, bad. ‘ | Lhe sule unpleasant circumstance before me, is our total jz ops Wel 
| Thave the honor to be, most respectfully, sir, your obedient ser-| of the preparations of Sir George, and- what we may e\ nto al 
vant, wo | meetonthe island. Ifear no cousequences: but it noust be pam boats 
JA. WILKINSON. | ful to lead more than six thotsand men to battle hoodwinked; cir m 
Extracts of a letter from major-geftetal Wilkinson to the secretary | )°* all my effurts to procurc mitclligence from Montreal necess 
of war, dated Grenadia@r Island, October 28, 1813. _ proved traitless. attack 
. Lsend you this by an extra aid-de-camp, captain Nourse, to re-| Extract of a letter from the secretary of war to general Wilkin °C 
lieve the anxiety to which you must be subject, in the impending dated war department, ist November, 1813. lingly 
eventful moment.” gS inte . , | © Prevost will perhaps be found between the coteau de La ggpe’s 
“ The extent of the injuries to our craft, the clothing and the{the Isle Perrot. If wise he; will attempt to fight you ggg" 
‘arms of the men,a nd to our provisions on the passage from Sackett’s | your junction with Hampton. Avoid this, leave nothing tu cue O™P 
Harbor to this place, greatly exceeded our apprehensions, and has | that you can settle on your own terms. A junction with f gales, 
subjected ws to the necessity of furnishing a supply of clothing, ton enables vou to give the law.” nit fp 
and of making repairs and equipments to our flotilla generally. Inj. ey amenc 
fact, all our hopes have been very nearly blasted ; but thanks to | Extract of a letter trom general W ilkiuson to the secret ely sl 
ihe same Providence which placed usin jeopardy, we aresurmount-| 4% dated Grenadier Island, November 3, 1313-7 o'clock, AB) grea 
ing our difficulties, and, God williug, I shall pass Preseott on the | ihe troops and squadron are at last in the river, excepting Mi and : 
night of the 1st or 2d proximo, if some unforseen obstacle does not }comb s regiment, with which I shall joia them by 10 o’elock, agirancin 
present to forbid me. I shall expect to hear from yor at Morris- | “eater is propitious. Extreme illuess, and the arrivai of co ber 
ville, where colonel Swift is to meet me, and to guard against chance | Randolph with 230 men, kept me here last evening. We + en fee 
shots, I wish waggons would be held in readiness to reesive our | be ehcaped at French creek townght; will take to-morrow Miiier-ce 
powder and field ammunition, at a suitable distance abuve Pres- final erganization and arrangeiment and the next day either paiiiithe ac 
eott.” ; | Prepare to take. Prescott ; dy preference I shall not disturb des, 
“I keep up the delusion here; and the enemy, about sixteen | Place, because I have not time to spare. pulie! 
hundred strong, exclusive of five hundred militia, are in daily ex-; ; 4 grow 
pectation of a visit at Kingston, yet they have taken post, L under- PEstract.) pO ee ateenh 
stand, at Cornwall and the Coteau de Lac. No matter: once passed Ce gt Albany, t2ih Novem eT 
Prescott, and our bayonets and sabres shail remove ali mupedi- | EAR GEN se8 LL—My accounts frum and of you are Tl two tl 
ments.” , SAME Gale. N ier Cullle COW .oWer Cimli tae Jt wustant. 4 IXTLE 
* ‘The inexorable winds and rains continue to oppose and embar- t/t you with the reserve at Grenadier Island. shee ies bin th 
gass our movements; but I am seizing on every woment’s interval | General Hampton has made a movement towards tie St een 
to slip into the St. Lawrence corps and detachments, as they ean Pence. After feeling and skirmishing with the enemy, he reUiiiecout 
be got ready, Our rendezvous will be in Bush creek, about twenty , 25%" to the Four Corners, until he huadl notice of yee im ia It wa 
miles below, and nearly opposite to Gananoqui, which position |! hastened to inform him by express (who would reach a ved a 
menaces a descert on the opposite shore. I sirall sail‘trom that | hours) that you were in motion ; that on the 5th you woul! Pie val 
position at tour o’clock of the morning, and will pass Presseott | take Prescott, and that on the Sth you would be at “—" ati 
about the same time the ensuing morning.” ; Whence hh might expect to hear from you ; that he moust put i ohor 
“We have had such a fluctuation of sick and well between this | Self again in mogion, and take @ position which would Sharh Kagor 
place and Sackett’s Harbor, that it is impossible to sxy in what | Jein you, or which shoukl detain the enemy on the aon umn of 
force we shall move ; but I caleulate on 6000 combatants, exclusive jthenver. If Prevost,on learns your apeers Sa Li: ra t; fi 
of Scott and Randolph, neither of whom will, 1 fear, be up in | Position, and re-occupies the north bank of the od my um 
season, notwithstanding all my arrangements and exertions to ac-, Hampton goes on and joins you. Ifhe remains on t ve nt che are W 
celerate their march: they ave both under provisional orders fur | he abandons Montreal and even the road to his capital. he A 
Ogdensburg.” ness of my faith that you are in Montreal, and that you have ™BaBl:sce 
'seen and seized on all] the advantages that ee a of an cLOlPtion, 
‘anay hy riven you. ] am dear general, cordially yours, i, Ww 
ee eee eee eT 9, AMEE TE RONCME Ane 
jor-general iVilkingen. Tmt 
tuart 
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War Department, Denmark, October 30, 9 o’clock, P. M. 
DEAR GENERAL—I this inoment received your despatch by 
captain Nourse. I rejoice that your difficulties are so tar surmount- | jfg 
ed as to enable you to say with assurance when you will pass Pres- | * 3 : : aS he seete 
cott. Ishould have met you there ; but bad roads, worse weather, | Extracts of a letter from major-general VW itkinson to tne s¢ ner} 
and a considerable degrec of ilfness admonished me avainst reced- | 4 ot war, dated French Mills, Novemher’15, soar on (agin 
ing further from a poimt where my engagements call me abont the | It is asact, for which I am authorised to pledge — + monica 
Ist proxime. ‘Uhe resolution of treading back my steps was taken | Most confidential authority, that on the 4th of the al ey ev 
yt Antwerp, and communicated in a letter from that place by ma- | the British garrison of Montreal consisted solely of oar v1 Qa 
jar Lush. I wrote a single live to you to-day, giving the furtunate , marings and two hundred sailors, which bad been sent up “ye an 
issue of Harrison’s business, and dns are.val ac Fort George with bees What a golden, gloi:ous opportumty has beem lost >) pos 
MArtiur’s brigade. If Vincent be within the peninsula, Harrison . Caprice of major-general Hampton. ho & 
willroot him out. It remains with you to sweep the rest of the | Head-quarters, French Miils, adjowming the province of gai 
ne before you. Montreal taken, what are Peescott and Kingston ? | Lower Canada, November 16, 18135 by.” 
Give Hampton timely notice of your approach, aad of the place; sy7R—y beg leave to refer you to the journal which accoMp?™ Beh, 
aud hour of junction. this letter, fur the particulars of the movement of the corps a rst f 
Yours sincerely, bmy command down the St. Lawrence, and will endeavor to ti An. 
JOHN ARMSVRONG. | iy} enfeebled mind tu detail to you the more striking and 1p? ai 
Major-general Wilkinson. ‘incidents which have ensued my departure from Grewadier Is 
Extracts of a letter from major-general Wilkinson to the secretary | at the foot of lake Ontario, on the sd wists hich fi owed ” 
of war, dated, Grenadier is!tand, November 1, 1813. | ‘The corps of the enemy from rose Sear Bis ge and 3 
* You will perceive from the duplicate under cover (iet r of the} hung ov my rear ; oud m concert van ~ coma A S Twas sti! 
2sthol October what were my calculativas fw: da sai.ce; bub sub heats, seemed determined to retara Dy pi IHTESSs 
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vaptctl to halt, turn about and put an end to his tea¥migs 5 but | 
(was confined to #my bed. Major-general Lewis was too 
, ony active exertion; and, above aif, Ldid not dare suffer 
ito be diverted a single day from the prosecution of the 
;of the government. Thad written nfajorgeneral Hampton 
eoth instant, by his adjutant-general, colonel King, and had 
(him to form a junction with me on the St. Lawrence, which 
ed would take place on the 9th or 10th. It would have 
uspardonable had T lost sight of this ohject a moment, as I 


, and We 
one ef 
Hy remy 
hundyy, 


ime: 


Te €nhMllliyed it of Vitalimportance to the isswe“of the campaign. 

Ve yess cnemy deserve credit for their zeal and intelligence, which 
D show feaive universal hostility of the male inhabitants of the coun 
Nel; gill enable them to employ to the greatest advantage. Chus while 
€ the yi need by a respectable force in rear, the coast was lined by mus- 
OM §, ey jn front at every eritieal pass of the river, which obliged 
Bull pel, march a detachment, and this impeded my progress. | 
Willie, the evening of the 9th instant, the army haltgd afew miles | 
Sct tly the head of the Longue Saut. In the morning of the 10th, 


inclosed order was issued. General Brown marched agreeably 
vder, qnd about noon we were apprised, hy the report of his 
ery, that he was engaged some distance below us. At the same 
the enemy were observed in our rear, and their alley and gun 


ry, the 
anda yp 
artifl, 















Of the Hs. approached our flotilla and opened a fire on us, which obliged 
h fortull iy order a battery of eighteen pounders to be planted, and a shot 
> boat MM it compelled the vessels of the enemy to retire, together with 
Hd sti) MME toops, after some firing between the advanced parties. Bat, by 
he opp iine,in consequence of disembarking and re-embarking tlre hea- 
“e, aud @ilienns, the day was so far spent, that our pilots did not dare enter 


aut,(eight miles a continued rapid) and therefore we fell down 





eT Mit Mt two Wniles, and came to for the nigitt- Karly the next morning 
"he ry thing was in readiness for motion ; but, having received no 
ear the@/blicence from general Brown, I was still delayed, as sound cau- 
r he prescribed I should learn the result of his affair before 1 com- 
he is sy iie flotilla to the saut. At half past ten o’elock, A. M. an 
He plat rof dragoans arrived with a letter, in which the general 11- 
hefwiglined me he had forced the enemy, and world reach the foot of 
Silica Ml gut early inthe day. Orders were immediately given for the 





























ia to sail, at whieh instant the enemy’s gun boats appeared, 


Swi MB began to throw shot among us. Information was brought me 


atisfadiimhe same time, from brigadier-general Boyd, that the enemy's 
liga ps Were adyaneing in column. I immediately sent orders to | 
eX sto attack them. ‘This report was soon contradicted: their’ 


st be ' 
ked ; 
treal 


» boats however continued to watch us, anda variety of reports | 
cir Movements and counter movements were brought to ime | 
necession, Whieh convinced me of their determination to hazard | 
attack when it could be done to the greatest advantage, and, 
fore I determined to anticipate them. Directions were ar-, 
ingly sent by that distinguished officer, colonel Swift, of the | 
ineers, to brigadier-general Boyd to throw the detachment of | 
command, assigned to him in the order of the preceding day, | 
Jeomposed of ment from his own, Covington’s and Swartwout’s | 
rules, inte three ecolurans, to march upon the enemy, outflank | 
nif possible. and take their avtillery. ‘The action soos alter | 
menced with the advanced body of the enemy, and became ex- | 


V idkin 


e Lar 
rou 
‘tu chy 
th f 


eretany ly sharp and gallnigs and with occasional pauses,was stistained | 
ck, MB) gieat vivacity, im open space and tair combat, for upwards of | 
plug MM andan half hours, the adverse lines alternately yielding and 
ck, wrancing. It is impossible to say with accuracy what was our | 


ut cv ber on the field, beeanse it consisted of indefinite detachments | 
We den from the boats to xender safer the passage of the saut. Bri- | 
orrOW MiMier-cenerals Covingtorand Swartwout voluntarily took part | 
ct pai the auction at the head of the detachments from their respective | 
turd HiReades, and exhibited the same courage that was displayed by | 
gulier-general Boyd, who happened to be the senior officer on | 
tground. Our force engaged might have reached sixteen or se- 
ateen hundred men, but certainly did not exceed eighteen hun- 
4. ‘That of the enemy was estimated at from twelve hundred | 
twothousand, but did not probably amount to more than filteen 
ixteen hundred, consisting, as I am informed, of detachments | 
bm the 49th, 84th, and 104th regiments of the line, with three | 
















cr ° . - ope,? 

ol Minpanies of the voltigeur and Giengary corps and the militia of 
ens ae country, who are not included in the estimate. 

roach 


It would be presumptuous in me to attempt to give you a de-| 
led account of this affair, which certainly reflects high henor or | 
valor of the Amevican soldier, as noexam;le can be produced | 
unlisciplined men, with inexperienced officers, braving a fire of | 
vhours and a half, without quitting the field, or yielding to their | 
tagonists. But, sir, the information I now give you is derived | 
om officers of my confidence, who took active parts in this con- | 


im it 
uld 
amjltd 
put ty 
ible hi 
h side 


PPB! ; for, though f was enabled to order the attack, it was my hard 
ta une not to be able to lead the troops | commanded. ‘Lhe di-| 
“he fl ae with which L was assailed on the 2d of September, on my | 
tie Ee “ney to fort George, having, with a few short intervals 6f ¢on-| 
ech lsseence, preyed on me ever since ; and at the moment of this 
| CF ion, I was confined to my bed, end emaciated almost to a skek- 
ING. i, Unable Lo set on miy horse, or to Move ten paces without as-| 


ance, 

T must, however be pardoned for trespassing on your time a few 
cre Marks in relation to the affair. ‘The objects of the Brisish and 
Tcncan commanders were precisely opposed; the last being | 


on (ind by the instructions of his government, and the most solemn | 
mol/'sations of duty to precipitate his descent of the St. Lawrence ; 
und €very practicable means ; because this being effected, one of the | 
m Qa itest difficulties opposed to the American army would be suy- | 
by Sunted. And the first, by daties equally imperious, to vetard, and | 

ip sible, prevent such descent: He is to be accounted victorious 
4% eifveted his purpose. The British commaiiter, having failed | 















of ing Ete . 
19} sain either of his objects, can lay no claim to the honors of the | 
pa ) The battle fluctuated, and triamph seemed, at dvifevent times | 





Mined to the contending corps. The trong of the enemy was av! 
ttorced back more than a mile, and, though they wever r 
Red the gronud thus leet. thers stare wae nperinagsent, aod thet 
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charges resclute.. Amidst these charges, and near the cfose of the’ 


leontest, we lost a field piece by the fall of the officer who was 


serving it with the same coulness as if he had deen at a parade ot 
review: this was lieutenant Smith of the light artillery, who in 
pomt of merit. stood at the head of his grade. 

Uhe encr.y having halted, and our troops being again formed in 
battalia frout to front, and the firing ceased on both sides, we re- 
sumed our position on the bank of the river, and the infantry be- 
ing much intigned, the whele were re-embarked, and proceeded 
down the river without further annoyance from the enemy or 
their gun lx ats, while the dragoons, with five pieces of light ar- 
tillery, marched down the Canada shore without molestation. ; 

Itis due.to his rank, to his worth and’services, that I shoal? 
make particular mention of brigadier-general Covington, who re- 
ceived a mortal wound directly through the , while animating; 
his men and Icading them to the charge. He fell where he fought, 
at the head ot his men, and survived but two days. 

Fhe next morning the flotilla passed throug!r the saut and joined 
that excellent officer, brigadier-general Brown, at Barnharts, near 
Cornwall, where he had been instructed to take post and wait m 
arrival, and where Ecentidently expected to hear of major-gene 
Hampton's arvival on the opposite shore. But immediately after £ 
halied, colonel Atkinson, the inspector-general of the division un¢ 
der major-general Hampton, waited on me witha letter from that 
officer, in which, tomy unspeakable mortification and surprise he 
declined the junction ordered, and informed me he was marehin 
towards lake Champlain, by way of co-operating in the propose 
attack on Montreal. 

this letter, together with a copy of thet to which it is an an- 
swer, were immediately submitted toa counejl of war, com 
of my general officers, and the colonel commanding the elite, the 
chiet engineer, and the adjutant-general, who ananimoust 
fave it asi their opinion, that “the attack on Montreal should be 
abandoned for the present season, and the army then near Cornwall 
should be immediately crossed to the American shore for taking 
up winter quarters, and that this place afforded an eligible position 
for such quarters.” 

{ acquiesced in these opinions, not from the shortness of the 
stock of provisions (which had been redueed by the acts of G 
because that of our meat had been increased five days, and our 
bread had been reduced only two days, and because we could 
in case of extremity,-have lived on the enemy; but because the 
loss of the division under’ majo-general Hampton, weakened: 
my force too sensibly to justify the attempt. In all my meéa- 
sures and movements of moment, have taken the opinions of my 
general officers, which have been in aecord with my own. 
_ T remained on the Canada shore until the next day, without see~ 
ing or hearing from the “powerful force” of the enemy in out 
neighborhood, and the same day reached this position with the. 
artillery and infantry. ‘Nhe dragoons have been ordered to Utica 
and its vicinity, and I expect are fifty or sixty miles on the marche 

rou have under cover a summary abstract of the killed and 
wounded in the affair of the 11th inst. which shall soon be follow- 
ed by a particular return,in which a just regard will be paid to in- 
dividaal merits. The dead rest in honor, and the wounded bled 
for ‘heir country and deserve its gratitude. 

With perfect respect I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient 


humble servant, 
4) JAMES WILKINSON. 
he hon. John Axmstrong, setrttary of war. 


Return of the killed and weunded of a detachment of the army of 
the United States, descending the St. Lawrence, under the eon 
mand of major-general James Wilkinson, in an action fought at 
Williamsburg, in Upper Canada, on the th of November, 1813. 
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Names of the commissioned officers killed and wounded. 
; ai KILLER, 
| Lieutenant William W. Smith, of the light artillery. 
David Hunter, of the 12th regiment infantry 
Kdward Olmstead, of the 16th ditto. 
a WOUNDED: ‘ 
Brivadier-general Leonard Covington, mortaily, (since dead.) 


Major ‘Lalhot Chambers, assistant adjutant-general, slightly. . 
Major Deady Noon, aid-de-camp to brigadiergeneral Swartwout, 
shehtly, r 

Colonel James P. Preston, of the 23d regiment infantry, severely, 

his right thigh fractured. 

Major William Cummings, 8th ditte, severely. 

Captun Edmund Foster, 9th ditto, slightly. » 
David S. ‘Townsend, oth ditto, severely. Take prigguer: 
Mordecai Myers, 15th ditto, severely. 

Jolin Campbell, 13th ditto, slightly. 
John B, Murda@eh. 25th diftn. hehtiv. 
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Lieutenant William S. Heaton, 11th ditto, severely. 
John Williams, 13th ditto, slightly. 
John Lynch, 14th ditto, severely. Taken prisoner. 
Peter Pellram, 24st ditto, severe Y. Taken prisoner. 
James D. Brown, 25th ditto, slightly. 
Archibald C. Crary, 25th ditto, severely, in the s\ r- 
niish the day before the action. 


Adjutant general's office, 
Head Quarters, Military District No. 9, 
French Mills, November, 1813. 
J. B. WALBACH, adjutant-general. 


N. B. Colonel Preston commanded the 13th regiment of infantry 
Guring the action; and major Cummings did duty with the 16th 
regiment of inféuury m the action. 


' October 2ist. Boisterous weather; left Sackett’s 
Marbor ; at night arrived off Grenadier Island. 

October 22d. Called for a return of the troops on 
the island ; found a large body to be still in the rear 
wrecked or stranded; returned in quest of them, 
and to order from the harbor a supply of winter 
clothing and shoes for the troops on the island, who 
were nearly destitute; observed at night, on our 
way up, many fires on different points of the coast ; 
wind so high could not call at them; reached the 
harbor at midnight. 


, October 25d. Orders given for the shipment of the 
elothing ; many stragglers picked up and embarked 
for Grenadier Ialand ; col. Coles arrived with two 
hundred men of the 12th regiment and sailed for 
the same place; the Growler equipped, manned, 


furnished with a skipper, and sent to Oswego for |the powder and fixed ammunition were debarked 


‘to pass Prescott, then seven miles below him, i 


—-~ 


posed to have suffered severely, from the ey; 
disabled state of their brig, and the deliberate 
well directed fire of the gallant captain M‘Phe 

November 3d. The rear of the army, with the 
neral more and more sick, sailed for A td general 
dezvous, where the chief part arrived in the e¢ 


jing. ‘The general was carried on shore, and lod 


ina tent, his malady increasing in violence. 


November 4th. This day was devoted to final 
rangements for the sailing of the flotilla. We; 
moderating. 


November Sth. Charming day. The flotilla 
under way, and without accident fell down and| 
ed early in the night below Morrisville. The p 
ral suspecting he would be followed by the en: 
as in the morning his course had been discovere 
three of their look-out gun boats and a gig, 
knowing that two of their armed schooners ¢ 
jeopardize his movement, gave orders for the flo 


course of the night. But someconfusion occy 
arising from the novelty of the movement, ar 
order wa’ countermanded. 


November 6th. This morning the health o 
general appeared better; he ordered the flotil 
descend to a point within three miles of Presc 
and the day being fine, got into his gig, and 





ceeded to reconnoitre the place. In the mean t 


colonels Randolph and Scott (who were expected at | placed in carts, to be transported by land, u 
that place) and as many men as she could carry.—|cover of the night, beyond the enemy’s batterie 
We sailed for Grenadier Island; arrived about 8) As soon as the general returned, orders were is 
o'clock at night off the island ; weather blustering, for the debarkation of every man (excep *SO M2 


with frequent rain. All this time the general’s ill- 
ness continued without abatement. 


October 24th. Hard rains with heavy gales. Still 
at anchor off the island. 


October 25th. The general landed ; and measures 
were immediately taken to seize every pause of the 
prevailing storms to slip the flotilla into the St. Law- 
rence by small detachments. In these deceitful mo- 
mentary calms we found it impossible to traverse in 





were necessary to navigate the boats) who wer 
rected to march, under cover of the night, to 
useless exposure to the enemy’s cannon, to 

two miles below Prescott ; and arrangements | 
inade at the same time for the passage of the fi 
by that place, the superintendency of which de 
ed on brigadier-general Brown, the general of 
of the day. About 8 o’clock P. M. we had so h 
a fog, that it was believed we could pass the Br 
fortress unobserved, and orders were accordi 


safety the arm of the lake to Gravelly point, though |given for the army to march and the flotilla t 
: yp Sg ) 


distant only nige miles. In the several attempts made, 
many boats driven ashore, and much provision and 
clothing lost. French creek, nearly opposite the 
point where the enemy expected we should land to 
attack Kingston, was made the general rendezvous 
of the troops, and brigadier-general Brown ordered 
on to take the chief command. ‘The expedition of 
the Growler was so far successful, that on the 31st 
colonel Randolph, after a perilous voyage, reached 
Grenadier Island with two hundred and thirty men 
of the 20th regiment. On the 24 November com- 
modore Chauncey, by concert, entered the St. Law- 
rence, fell down nearly to French creek, and took a 
position to command the north and south channels. 
In the evening of the Ist November our vigilant 
enemy having observed, even amid the storms, our 
movement and position at French creek, attacked 
the detachment at that place under general Brown, 
about sun-set, with a squadron of two brigs and two 
schooners, with many boats loaded with infantry for 
landing, should their cannonade make a sufficient 
impression. Very soon captain M‘Pherson of the 
ight artillery erected a battery of three 18 poun- 
ders, and returned their fire with such spirit and 
effect that they fell down to a harbor below, beyond 
its range. Next morning the attack was renewed 
and repelled, and one of the brigs was with great 
difficulty towed off by the squadron, which put in- 
to Kingston channel, behind Grand Island. We lost 
two killed and four wounded. The enemy were sup- 


under way. The general in his 515 proceded al 
followed by his passage boat and family ; but a 
den change of the atmosphere exposed his pas 
boat to the garrison of the enemy, and near 
twenty-four pound shot were fired at her wi 
effect, while the column on land, discovered by 
gleam of their arms, were assailed with shot 
shells without injury. General Brown, on he 
the firing, judiciously halted the flotilla unti 
moon had set, when it got in motion, but was 
ceived by the enemy, who opened upon it, and 
tinued their fire from front to rear for the spac 
three hours; and yet, out of more than three 
dred boats, notone was touched, and only one 
killed, and two were wounded ; and before 10 
morning the whole of the flotilla (except two ves 
reached the place of rendezvous. About noon 
day colonel King, adjutant-general of the a 

general Hampton, arrived and waited on the ¢ 
mander-in-chief whom he informed, that he had 
to Sackett’s Harbor with a despatch from ge 
Hampton to the secretary of war; that he ha 
communication, written or verbal, from major-§ 
ral Hampton to him (the commander-in-chief, 
that not finding the secretary of war at Sack 
Harbor, he had thought proper, on his return, t 
for any communication he (general Wilkinson) 
have to make to general Hampton. The genera 
intended, in the course of this day, to send al 





press to general Hampton, with an order to 
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form a junction of his division with the corps de- 
scending the St. Lawrence, and availed himself of 
the opportunity presented by colonel King to send 
the order. 


November 7th. The general having been exposed 
to the open air all last night, in consequence found 
himself ill. In passing Prescott, two of our largest 
vessels, loaded with provisions, artillery, and ord- 
nance stores, either through cowardice or treachery, 
had been run into the river near Ogdensburg, and 
opposite Prescott. ‘Ihe enemy kept up so constant 
a cannonade on them, that we foundit difficult, and 
lost half aday, to get them out. We perceived the 
militia in arms at Johnson, directly opposite us, and 
several pieces of field artillery in motion. Under- 
standing that the caast below was lined with posts 





of musquetry and artillery at every narrow pass of 
the river, colonel Macomb was detached about one 
o’clock with the elite corps of about 1200 men, to 
remove these obstructions, and the general got un- 
der way about half past three o’clock. Four or five 
miles below we entered the first rapids of the river, 
and soon after passing them, two pieces of light 
artillery, which had not been observed by colonel 
Macomb, opened a sharp fire upon the general’s pas- 
sage boat, but without any further effect than cut- 
ting away some of the rigging. Lieutenant-colonel 
Eustis, with a part of our light gun barges, came 
within shot of the pieces of the enemy, and a can- 
nonade ensued, without injury on either side. In 
the mean time major Forsythe, who was in the rear 
of the elite of colonel Macomb, landed his riflemen, 
advanced upon the enemy’s guns, and had his fire 
drawn by a couple of videttes, posted in his route, 
on which their pieces were precipitately carried off. 
The general came to at dusk about six miles below 
the town of Hamilton, where he received a report 
from colonel Macomb, who had routed a party at a 
block-house about two miles below, and captured an 
officer. 


November 8th. This morning the flotilla fell 
down to a contraction of the river at a point called 
the “White house,” were the dragoons were assem- 
bled to be crossed. Brigadier general Brown was 
ordered this morning to reinforce colonel Macomb 
with his brigade, and to take the command; and the 
whole day and following night were devoted to trans- 
porting the dragoons. About noon this day we re- 
ceived advice that two armed schooners and a body 
of the enemy in batteaux, estimated at 1000 or 
1500 men, had descended the river from Kingston 
and landed at Prescott; that they had immediately 
sent a flag across the river to Ogdensburg, and de- 
manded the delivery of all public property there, 
under the penalty of buraing the town. Not long 
after, information was received that the enemy had 
re-embarked at Prescott their batteaux, and were 
following us with seven gun boats. 


November 9th. This morning very early the ene- 
my menaced our rear, and a light skirmish took 
place between our riflemen anda party of their mi- 
litia and Indians,in which we had one man killed and 
the enemy were driven back. Tbe cavalry with four 
pieces of light artillery, under the command of 
captain M‘Pherson, were attached to the command 
of brigadier general Brown, and he was ordered to 
march to clear the coast below us as far as a point 
near the head of the “longue saut.” The rapidity 
of the current obliged us to halt the flotilla several 
hours, to enable general Brown to make good his 


tack. About three o’clock, P. M. the flotilla got 
under way and came to, about five o’clock, at the 
yellow house, having floated near eleven miles in 
two hours, where we encamped for the night. 


November 10th. This morning the following or- 
der was issued: 


“Morning general orders. 
Head quarters, Tuttle’s bay, Nov. 10, 1813. 

** General Brown will prosecute i march with 
the troops yesterday under his command, excepting 
two pieces of artillery and the 2nd dragoons who 
with all the well men of the other brigades, except 
asufficient number to navigate the boats, are to 
march under the orders of brigadier — Boyd. 
This precaution is enjoined by regard to the safety 
of the men in passing the longue sout; and as this 
rapid is long and dangerous, the general earnestly 
requests the commanding officers of regiments and 
corps to examine the boats and see them properly 
fitted, in order to avoid accidents as much as possi- 
ble. Brigadier general Boyd will take the necessa- 
ry precaution to prevent the enemy who hangs on 
our rear from making an advantageous attack, and 
if attacked is to turn about and beat them. The 
boats are to resume the station assigned them in the 
original order respecting the flotilla, and for this 
the commanding officers of regiments and brigades 
will be held responsible. The movement of yester- 
day was a reproach to the service. The flotilla will 
come to to-day at Barnharts near Crab island, and 
two guns from the front will be the signal for land- 
ing. In case of an attack in force beyond all expec- 
tation, the corps under brigadier generals Boyd and 
Brown are to co-operate with each other promptly 
and with decision. The general officer of the day 
will strictly attend and see that the flotilla puts off 
and moves in the prescribed order, and will arrest 
any officer who presumes to deviate therefrom.” 


Brig. gen. Brown marched, and about noon wa» 
engaged by a party of the enemy near a block house 
on the saut, erected to harrass our flotilla in its de- 
scent. About the same time the enemy were observed 
to be advancing on our rear, and their galley and 
gun boats hove in sight, approached our flotilla then 
at shore and began to cannonade it. The skender 
structure of our gun barges made it impossible for 
them to resist the long twenty-four pounder of the 
enemy’s galley; this obliged the general to order 


Y|two eighteen pounders to be run on shore and formed 


in battery, a single shot from which gave such an 
alarm to the enemy’s vessels that they retired up 
the river accompanied by their troaps, But these 
slight operations so far wasted the day that our pi- 
lots were afraid to enter the saut (a continued rapid 
of eight miles) with the flotilla; we therefore fell 
down within two or three miles of the head of it 
and came to for the night. By this time the gene- 
ral had becomeso extremely ill as to be unable to set 
up and was confined to his bed in a small birth un- 
der the quarter deck of his passage boat. 


November 11th, Having heard the firing of the 
cannon yesterday between general Brown and the 
enemy, being still unapprized of the result, it be- 
came necessary that we shoukd hear from him before 
we committed ourselves to the saut, which allows 
no retreat, no landing, no turning to the right or 
left but where the impetuosity of the current impels. 
About 10 or 11 o’clock A. M. the commander in 
chief received advice from general Brown that he 
had forced the enemy to retire before him, and had 





march in time to coyerour movement. During this 


period the enemy frequently threatened our rear, but, 


arrived near the foot of the “saut.’ Orders were 
immediately given for the flotilla to prepare to sail 


vever indicated an interition to make a serious at-) and for genetal Boyd and his command to commence 
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their march, when some firing took place from the 
gun boats, and a report was brought to tlie com- 
mander in chief that the enemy was advancing in 
column; on this he ordered general Boyd to attack 
them, and the flotilla was directed not to leave the 
shore. But the report was soon after contradicted. 
A variety of reports respecting their movements and. 


jout the smallest molestation from tlre enemy, ané 
the fiotilla made a harbor near the head of the saut, 
on the opposite shore. The views of the Ameri: 
can and British commanders se on this, occa-* 
sion precisely opposed. The first being bound by 
the instructions of his government, and the most 
solemn obligations of duty to precipitate his de- 


counter movements were, after this, successively|scent of the St. Lawrence by every practicable 


brought to the general, which impressed him with 
a conviction that the enemy had determined to at- 
tack his rear as soon as the flotilla should put off 
and the troops commence their march; he resolved 
to anticipate them. He therefore sent colonel Swift 
of the engineers with instructions to brigadier-ge- 
neral Boyd, who had been directed by the order of 
the preceding day to take command of the detach- 
ment on shore, to form that detachment into three 
columns, to advance upon the enemy, to endeavor to 
outflank them, and to take their artillery. Soon af- 
ter this the action commenced, and for the numbers 
engaged was extremely warm and bloody for up- 
wards of two hours, during which time, in open 
space and fair combat, the raw undisciplined troops 
of the United States, braved and frequently drove 
the best troops in the British army. Descriptions of 
battles have become too subservient to the gratifica- 
tion of personal vanity and the acquisition of popu- 
lar applause: yet every man who has taken part in-A 
reat action must know that there is nothing more 
difficult than to do justice to the merits of a battle 
in all its parts, where it is hard to find two officers, 
unless fighting side by side, who agree in opinion as 
to the propriety of measures and the conduct of men. 
Whe fortunes of this day were various; sometimes 
one line, sometimes the other giving way. Unfortu- 
nately during the shiftings of the action, by the 
death of lieut. Smith, a young officer of the highest 
promise, the enemy got possession of a field piece, 
the only trophy they obtained. It is eifficult to speak 
of the precise numbers engaged on either side, be- 
cause the detachment under general Boyd consisted 
of an indefinite number of his own, Covington’s 
and Swartwout’s brigades, ordered from on board the 
boats to lighten them, and save the hazard of the) 
mens lives in descending the saut. Neither Coving- 
ton nor Swartwout were obliged to have taken part 
inthe action, with this detachment; yet they both 
entered the field, taking command of that part of 
it which belonged to their respective brigades, 
where they exhibited the same same courageous con- 
duct which distinguished general Boyd on the field; 
and to the great loss of the service brigadier-general 
Covington received a mortal wound when encourag- 
ing and leading on his detachment. The numbers 
engaged on our side could not have exceeded six- 
teen or seventeen hundred mem while those of the 
enemy are reckoned, by spectators, at from one to 
two thousand; but ’tis probable did not exceed 
1,500, consisting, as we are informed, of detach- 
ments of the 49th, 84th, aid 104th, the voltigeurs, 


means, and the last by duties equally imperious 
to retard, and if possible to prevent such descent: 
If then he found himself victorious on this 
day, it was certainly in his power to have effected 
the one or the other object; and as he made no at- 
tempt to effect either, it follows incontestibly that 
he had no fair ground on which to claim a vic 
tory. - 


November 12th. The flotilla gniled early thig 
morning, and passed down the saut without disco- 
vering either the boats or troops of the enemy, and 
arrived, in the course of the forenoon, at Barnharte, 
where the commanding general received a efter 
from major general Hampton, by the hands of colo- 
nel Atkinson, his inspector general, which blasted. 
all his hopes and destroyed every prospect of the 
campaign. A council of war Was ealled upon the 
receipt of this communication, which was submit- 
ted to their consideration whereupon thé council de- 
termined that the conduct of major general Hampton 
in refusing to join his division to the troops descend- 
ing the $t. Lawrence to carry an attack against Mon. 
treal, render it expedient to leave the left bank of 
the St. Lawrence, and to remove the troops to French 
Mills, on Salmon river; on the 13th of November 
this recommendation was accordingly carried into 
effect; ample time having been given to the enemy 
to have tried a second action, if they had dared to 
run the hazard. 











Extract of a letter from major general Wilkinson to 
the secretary of war, dated French Mills, Novem: 
ber 17, 1813. 


* After what has passed between us, you can per- 
haps conceive my amazement and chagrin at the 
conduct of major-general Hampton. The game 
was in view, and, had he performed the junc- 
tion directed, would have been ours in eight or ter 
days. Buthe chose to recede, in order to co-operate, 
and my dawning hopes, and the hopes and honor of 
the army were blasted.” 


Extract fiom the general order of general Wilkinsar: 
of November 13. 


“The troops are to embark without loss of time’ 
yet are not to be hurried in leaving the Canadian 
shore, from whence the commander in chief is com+ 
pelled to retire by the extraordinary, unexampled, 
and it appears unwarrantable conduct of major-ge- 
neral Hampton, in refusing to join this army with a 
division of 4,000 men under his command, agreea. 











and Glengarian regiment. 


With respect to the courage displayed by our! 
officers, it would be useless to enter into details, | 
since they all manifested in their respective stations 
equal intrepidity. The names of the meritorous 
dead and wounded will be recorded in another place. 
The firing ceased by common consent about 4 o’clock 
P. M. our troops were formed in battalion in front 
of the enemy, who were also in line, and they se- 
yarated, the enemy to their camp, and we to our 
boats. ‘The troops being much exhausted, it was 
considered most convenient that they should em- 
bark, and the dragoons with the artillery should 
proceed by land, The embarkation took place with-| 





bly to positive orders from the commander in chief, 


and as he has been assured by the secretary of 


‘war, of explicit instructions from the war depart- 


ment. 


“Thus deprived of a large portion of his pro- 
mised foroe, the commander in chief feels himsett 
bound by a sense of regard to this meritorious corps, 
and of sacred duty to the United States to spare 
the lives of brave men, and not to hazard the cha- 
racter or interest of the nation, by an unequal con- 
flict. He with lively regret and the deepest morti- 
fication, suspends the attack on Moutreal. But hyp 
assures tht army that it has not been abandoned?” 

f "PO BE CONCLUDED 








